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I remember learning this as a kid growing up in Buffalo, NY. I don’t know 

where it came from, or who said it first, but it does ring true. I had to      

become an adult before I could truly appreciate this though.                                                

 As a child, I don’t know that flowers were all that important. As a 

child I did know that rain kept me indoors. Rain kept me from playtime. 

Rain forced me to have to do stuff with my sisters (Oh the horror!) Rain 

meant board games or reading a book. We didn’t have TV on demand, 

computers or the internet, and we certainly didn’t have video games.  Rain 

was not fun, and that silly phrase didn’t bring me much satisfaction.           

 It does now. I see rain as a blessing. I see flowers as a gift from God; 

little miracles performed each day for our pleasure and our joy, reminding 

us once again of the blessings God gives us. Seeing all of this in this way, 

rain is no longer something that must be endured, but an event that brings 

an anticipation of greater things to come and a brighter day as I witness 

again the miracles of God performed in my midst. God brings the rain, God 

makes the miracle. 

          Please see April Showers page 2 

 April Showers Bring May Flowers 

ASCENSION DAY 
SERVICE 

May 30 at 7:00 pm 



  2 

 

 

 

 

 

 True enough in real life but how much more so 

as a metaphor! Life is full of “rainy days”. There is 

much out there that can “dampen” our spirit. It’s easy 

to see rain as a curse, and miss the joy of what God 

will bring through the rain. What miracles lay in wait 

for us to see and enjoy? Can we acknowledge the 

blessings of adversity in anticipation of greater joy?

 Food for thought in our own individual lives. Does 

it apply in our communal life as a church? Mt Olive has 

had a lengthy rainy season. We can allow the doldrums 

to set in or we can anticipate with great joy the beautiful 

blooms that are sure to come by God’s abundant Grace. 

April showers do indeed bring May flowers, and so as 

April is ended, and May is begun, we look for the seeds 

laid down by generations before us to now germinate by 

the power of God according to His plan to take on root, 

grow healthy stems and produce beautiful flowers for all 

who see to enjoy and be blessed. 

 “April Showers DO Bring May Flowers” 

 God’s Peace,           Pastor Bill 

April Showers 
Continued from page 1 

 

“We are the Lutherans. 

We confess Christ,” said 

Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, 

president of The Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod. And 

so, the Lutherans marched and 

sang and prayed. Before, during 

and after the March for Life, Jan. 

18, 2019, the LCMS contingent 

at the event sang hymns, psalms 

and spiritual songs — all with 

thanksgiving in their hearts to the 

God who gives and blesses life.    

 “You don’t have to look any 

farther to find out if the Bible is 

pro-life than the story of Eliza-

beth being visited by Jesus’ 

mother,” said Harrison during his 

address to the LCMS Life     

Conference on Thursday even-

ing. “The baby John the Baptizer 

leapt in the womb of Elizabeth at 

the presence of His Lord. Joy. 

Pro-life.”            

 “Being Lutheran, having a  

biblical background for the meaning 

of your life, not just believing in pro

-life, we have more meaning behind 

our stance,” said Katelyn Hamilton, 

a freshman at Concordia University 

Wisconsin, Mequon, Wis. after an 

encounter with a pro-life atheist. 

 In the midst of thousands,  

people from across the LCMS 

walked together. The March for 

Life unites people from across the 

nation, from differing backgrounds, 

from various religions and for many 

reasons. All come together to stand 

and walk in our nation’s capital, to 

remind everyone that life is pre-

cious and honorable, a gift from 

God.                                              

 Emotions felt and displayed 

during the march reflect the        

diversity of the crowd. Many march 

with smiles. Many with tears. Some 

walk in silence, while others lead 

cheering. Some walk in memory of 

those who lie in the sleep of death, 

while some walk to represent those 

who cannot speak or walk for 

themselves. Many pray, silently or 

through a megaphone — they pray 

for life.    “Being pro-life is not in 

opposition to science. It’s quite the 

opposite in fact! Medical and tech-

nological advancements continue 

to reaffirm the science behind the 

prolife cause — that life begins at 

fertilization, or day one, when egg 

meets sperm and a new, unique, 

human embryo is created,” accord-

ing to the 2019 March for Life 

website. The site summarizes, 

“Science is on the side of life.”                                       

 “The issue of life is at the  

intersection of faith, love and    

science,” noted the Rev. Robert    

Zagore, executive director of the 

LCMS Office of National Mission. 

The LCMS Confesses Christ 

Please see LCMS Confesses on page 9 
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Daycare/Preschool & School-Tutoring -  Outreach Ministries 
Director —Margarete Dohring   
Teachers —  Tanya Lewis, Ashley Pettis, Tammy Rex, Lillian Rusher,  
    Selena Parker, Laren Stewart & Sharon Jo Schirman 

 

PRAISE REPORT!  We continue 
to operate at FULL capacity.  We 
have a long waitlist for each class-
room.  God is good!   
 

TUTORING:  This is the time of 
year when tutoring begins to wrap 
up for the year as testing often   
interferes with tutoring.  Please    
continue to pray for the teachers, 
children and families we are touch-
ing through our tutoring program. 
 

MOTHER’S DAY TEA:  We are 
looking forward to our Mother’s 
Day Tea.  We make special gifts to 
give to our moms, and enjoy sand-
wiches, fruit and cookies at our tea.  
During the tea, the children sing 
some special songs.  It’s a very   
special day! 
 

THANK YOU!  To Dave Rolfs, 
Mike Fredson and Dan Kolman 
for their help with repairs and small 
projects.  We appreciate their will-
ingness to help us out! 
 

EXTRA TEACHERS FOUND!  
We are blessed to have a new 
teacher, Krista Frazier, working 
with our preschool class on Tues-
day and Thursday afternoons.  
Krista is a mom of three children 
who is eager to work a few after-
noons with our preschoolers.  We 
have also hired Emily Goodale to 
work in our school-age classroom 
for the summer.  Emily is a college 
student attending school in Arizo-
na.  She grew up in Shelton and her 
parents both work for the Shelton 
School District.   

Many of our parents are single  
parents, and some families have 
several children to pay for.  Even 
paying for inexpensive field trips 
adds up quickly.  I've had some 
families decide not to send a child 
if they couldn't afford it.    If you 
would like to assist with the cost of 
field trips, please consider donat-
ing to our "Field Trip Assistance" 
fund.  I'll make sure the families 
that really need it are helped.  
Thank you! 
 
PRAYERS NEEDED:  Please 
continue to pray for the children 
enrolled in our daycare and pre-
school, the children we tutor at 
Bordeaux and Mt. View, the fami-
lies of the children we minister to, 
and our teachers and staff.   
 

EARLY ACHIEVERS:  We  
continue to meet with our Early 
Achievers coach to maintain at a 
Level 3.  We will re-rate in Janu-
ary, 2020.   
 

THANK YOU!  For your        
continued support of our daycare, 
preschool and school—tutoring 
ministries.  Many of you are prayer 
buddies for children in our daycare 
and preschool.  They are always so 
excited when they receive special 
cards and gifts from their prayer 
buddies.  Thank you for sharing 
your love with them! 
  
Joyfully serving,    

Margarete                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                      

We are currently in the process of 
hiring one more teacher to work for 
us in our school-age classroom this 
summer.   
 

PLEASE STOP BY SOMETIME!  
If you haven’t seen our PRESCHOOL 
in action, or haven’t stopped by for a 
while, I would encourage you to stop 
by to visit us.  A great time to visit is 
during the morning hours when we 
have preschool (9:00 – 11:30 am), 
but anytime except for naptime 
(12:30 – 2:00 pm) is great.  Come see 
all the changes we’ve made to our 
program.  We have a terrific program 
and we would love to share it with 
you! 
 

FACEBOOK:  We have a Facebook 
page!  You'll find us at " Mount Olive 
Lutheran Daycare and Preschool."  
Please "Like" us! 
 

FIELD TRIP ASSISTANCE:   
During the summer months, we take 
our school-age children on many 
field trips to local parks, swimming 
pools, movies, and events.  Many of 
our families have childcare coverage 
through DSHS and find it difficult to 
afford to pay for our field trips.  

  

Our mission is to promote excellence in education and to nurture children  
to use their God-given gifts and live a full Christian life.   
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Governance Board Update ………… 
 

  What a great spring cleaning!  Thank you to Phyllis Canaday and Dan 

Kolman for organizing the event, Char Mann for organizing the awesome lunch, 

and most of all a big thank you to all who came to work. Our congregation is 

truly blessed with many talented people who are willing to share their skills and 

time.  If you haven’t had an opportunity to help at a work day, plan to 

join us on the next one. Better yet, throughout the year as you see 

something that needs to be taken care of, please feel free to complete a project. 

There is a list of repairs on our web site. If unsure, check with Phyllis.  It takes 

all of us to help maintain Mt. Olive’s facilities to be a welcoming place. Again, 

thank you to all who worked hard to spruce the building up.                                                                                                                                   
  

 Other than organizing work days, the Governance Board members contin-

ue to review, update, re-word, and establish documents that are needed to keep 

legal records and procedures up to date with current practices. All of this is 

needed to have continuity and open communication especially for new members 

that are voted in. One of the main goals of the Governance Board is to all help 

boards and ministry teams stay focused on the congregation’s mission statement.

                                                                                                                                    

 The Governance Board also has board members as liaisons with other 

boards (Finance and Schools Board).  The Elders have a representative that 

comes to the Governance Board meetings to keep important information     

flowing  between all groups.  

 The Governance Board would like to encourage congregational members to 

think about using electronic giving.   

Respectfully submitted,  

            Gunar Tranum 

Wow!  
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Service Roster......... Each one should use whatever gift he/she has received 

to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.   1 Peter 4:10                                                                   

 

 

Broadcast         Station     City         State     Freq Band         Day       Time       
Guide  KLAY         Tacoma   WA     1180 AM      Sun.      9:30 AM  
   KIXI            Bellevue  WA             880 AM            Sun.      6:30 AM 

 Date-Time    *   Elders      *  Lectors              *   Greeters       *  Acolytes              

05                 8:30 
C 
 
                   11:00 

Paul Janssen 
David Hamilton 

David Hamilton 
 
 
Vivien Baker 

Lois Hunter 
Mary Rogers 
 
Ushers 

Ushers 
 
 
Ushers 

 

12                 8:30 
T 
                                     
                   11:00 

 
 
 
Nate Schulz 
Mike Fredson 
 

Linda Pardee 
 
 
Carla Tranum 

Phyllis Canaday 
 
 
Mike Fredson 
Susie Paulson 

Ushers 
 
 
Ushers 

 

19                 8:30 
 C                    
 
                   11:00                      

Dan Johnson 
Paul Janssen 

Kim Shonkwiler 
 
 
Dave Rolfs 

Keith Fuller 
Kathy Fuller 
 
Max Archer 
Isabelle Archer 

Ushers 
 
 
Ushers 

 

26                 8:30 
T   
 
                   11:00 
                                 
 

 
 
 
Max Archer 
Nate Schulz 

David Hamilton 
 
 
Carla Tranum 

Phyllis Canaday  
 
 
Ushers 

Ushers 
 
 
Ushers 
 
 

 

      

  
 

    

      

  

MUSICIANS -  Ascension Director:  Debbie Robinson;  Keyboard:  Alice Johansson & Sarah Parker   
ALTAR         -   Altar Guild:  Peggy Moore & Julee Kolman  
FLOWERS   -   05- Peggy Moore; 12; 19; 26 all Open   
USHERS       -   Team #1 Bob Rogers: Captain    
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 04  -  Community Dinner at Lifeline Hall - 5:30 pm (Fellowship) 

    Youth Movie Night at Mt Olive - 6:00 pm 

  
 05  -  Food Bank Collection - Pasta & Mexican Food  
       
 08  -  School Board Meeting at 6:15 pm  
 
 11  -  Men’s Breakfast at 8:00 am 
 
 14  -  Elders Meeting at 6:00 pm  
                   
 16  -  Governance Board Meeting at 5:30 pm 
 
        27  -  Memorial Day - Church Office Closed 

                                              Daycare/Preschool Closed  

  
        30  - Ascension Day Service at 7:00 pm  
   
   
            

 

May Events and Meetings 

Ascension 
2014 

 
Alice Johansson 

Kira Theine 
Dan Hartley 
Deb Hartley 

Margarete Dohring 
Dawna Woodruff 
Kim Shonkwiler 
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Christian Education 

Sunday Morning from 10:00-10:45 am in the Martin Luther Room:   
 

Our study is “Two Kingdoms”, an introduction to the two kingdoms theology as understood by Martin Luther presented 
by Pastor Bill. Followed by, in the coming weeks, a brief revisit of “The Intersection of Church and State”.  We’ll see 
you at 10:00 am on Sunday mornings. 

 
Women’s Study meets on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays from 6:00-8:00 pm in the Martin Luther Room:   
 

“Bless These Lips: 40 Days of Spiritual Renewal”  This study centers on Scripture; for it is God’s Word and His Holy 
Spirit that provide everything needed to develop lovely, God-pleasing lips. We will examine things we say that get in the 
way of our relationships with God and with others. Each chapter draws on lip product analogies and uses humor,        
anecdotes, and observations to introduce Scripture passages that address common behaviors and attitudes. And each 
day’s reading includes Bible study questions and suggestions for personal reflection. If you need a ride, please contact 
Mozell Snider (360-490-5357) or Paddy Hamilton (206-316-6864).  
 

Wednesday Bible Study meets Wednesdays in the Martin Luther room at 10:00-11:30 am. Join us for our study 
of the book of Ephesians. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is about the church and about the fellowship of believers who 
make up the church. It is about us, for by faith we are the church in our time and place. We, by God’s grace, are part of 
God’s family – a family united in Christ and sustained by the Holy Spirit. 
 

 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets on the 2nd Saturday of the month (May 11) from 8:00-9:00 am.   
All men are invited to join us for a delicious breakfast and Bible study in the Fellowship Hall.  It’s a great opportunity to 
grow in our faith together as we share food, fellowship, and the action of God in our lives together. 
 

 Prayer Families  

05 Tom & Peggy Moore; Charles & Lori Netzel; Tim & Paula Norman; Lola Norton 
 
12 Gene & Linda Pardee; Kathleen Parks; Danny, Lindsy, Raegan & Ryleigh Phipps 
 
19 Tammy Rex; Brian & Chris Roberts; Jeff, Julie, Ethan & Noah Roberts 
 
26 Rocky & Debbie Robinson; Bob, Lorilyn & Simon Rogers; Mary Rogers 
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     Collection for our Food Bank Mission for The Saints’ Pantry this month is    
scheduled for Sunday, May 5th.  Pasta/Mexican Foods will be this month’s 
theme. 
 A  reminder and review of The Saints’ Pantry - the organization Mt. Olive has 
for several years assisted in providing necessary food for those in our community, 
who are experiencing hunger for themselves and their family members.            
 Founded in 1981, the mission of The Saints’ Pantry was to provide food, 
on an emergency basis, to our neighbors in need, through the wise stewardship 
of God’s bounty. The Saints' Pantry Food Bank is truly a community effort, made 

possible by wonderful volunteers and donations from our neighbors and local churches, businesses, and service  
organizations. For over 30 years, the pantry has served over 12,000 families (comprised of 40,095 individuals),  
receiving 438,000+ pounds of food. Hunger in Mason County is a growing problem due to the high rate of unem-
ployment, and every week an average of 153 new families sign up to begin receiving food. Your help is necessary 
to do the work we do in these continuing uncertain economic times.                            

The Saints’ Pantry’s Mission Statement:                                                                                                                             
"Whatsoever You Do For the Least of These My Brothers, You Do Unto Me."                                                  

Matthew 25:40   

  

  DONATE 

 grievances.”     

 While the action may seem 

odd to some, this poignant moment 

evinced why Lutherans march for 

life. We do not protest, but lawful-

ly assemble to confess God’s truth. 

“It is really cool to see all these 

people around DC to support pro-

life,” Katlyn Selbe of Risen Savior 

Lutheran Church, Basehor, Kan. 

came to the March for Life “to 

speak for the ones who can’t speak 

for themselves, and to walk with 

other Lutherans for babies.” Hold-

ing her five- week-old son, Klein, 

Selbe said, “It’s such a blessing to 

hand down the Lutheran faith from 

generation to generation.”   

 Green hats, signs, eyes of life, 

young and old, people from       

congregations of the LCMS 

came to Washington to march, 

but not to protest. The LCMS 

came to confess, to confess 

Christ, the Lord of life. 

 Dr. Kevin Armbrust 

(kevin.armbrust@lcms.org) is 

the director of Editorial in the 

Communications Department of 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod. 

 “And in this matter, all three are 

on the side of life.” As the march 

moved toward the Supreme 

Court, it passed by the 

“Newseum,” which has engraved 

on its edifice the words of the 

first amendment to the U.S.  

Constitution. Leading the LCMS 

marchers, President Harrison 

stopped. Turning to the building. 

He led a recitation of those 

words so inscribed. “Congress 

shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or pro-

hibiting the free exercise thereof; 

or abridging the freedom of 

speech, or of the press; or the 

right of the people peaceably to 

assemble, and to petition the 

Government for a redress of 

LCMS Confesses 
continued from pag2 
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Stewardship 

Stewardship is not just about giving money to 

the church. It includes this, to be sure, but it is 
not limited to it. Stewardship involves our whole 
life – everything we have and everything we are. 
 

Let us not, though, fall into the trap of thinking 
that because we give of ourselves in one area we 
can neglect giving in another. Stewardship is not 
stealing from Peter to pay Paul. It is not a game 
we play whereby we justify ourselves in not giv-
ing a tenth of our income because we have given 
in some other way. This is why our Lord warns: 
 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,  
 hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and 
 cumin, and have neglected the weightier 
 matters of the law: justice and mercy and 
 faithfulness. These you ought to have done, 
 without neglecting the others.”  
      (Matthew 23:23) 
 

We are given to do both – tithe of ourselves and 
what we have. And so it is that St. Paul makes 
his appeal to us:  
 “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the 
 mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
 living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
 which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
 conformed to this world, but be transformed 
 by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 
 you may discern what is the will of God, 
 what is good and acceptable and perfect.”  
      (Romans 12:1-2) 
 

We are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice 
to God. We are not to have the mind of the 
world, where we exchange equal weight of this 
for an equal weight of that, and then think that 
we have done what God has required.  
 

Our whole life is given over for service in and  
for the Church of God. This is to be done in 
thanksgiving for what God in Christ has accom-
plished for us. This is our spiritual worship, the 
reasonable response to what He has done for us – 
not one for the other, but all in all.  

 

But what does this look like? St. Paul never lays 
down a general principle without also giving us 
some practical application of what shape that 
principle is to take concretely. He gives the     
general principle that our bodies are to be living 
sacrifices to God, and, after admonishing those 
who have been given particular gifts of grace to 
serve the church, St. Paul then speaks generally 
of what is expected of all. He says:  
 “Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; 
 hold fast to what is good. Love one another 
 with brotherly affection. Outdo one another 
 in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, 
 be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice 
 in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant 
 in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 
 saints and seek to show hospitality.”  
      (Romans 12:9-13) 
 

This is what it looks like to present your bodies 
as living sacrifices. This is how we live out the 
grace of God here in time.  
 

Let us then heed the apostle’s teaching. Let us 

present our bodies – everything that we have and 
everything that we are – as living sacrifices to 
God, our reasonable response to what God in 
Christ Jesus accomplished for us by His death 
and resurrection.  
 

Through this we have forgiveness of sins, a new 
life in Christ, and eternal salvation. And through 
this worship, the grace of God is made manifest 
in His saints – for the church and the world.     
 
 
 Source:  www.lcms.org/ministrynewsletters/
stewardship 
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People We Remember in Prayer  

Mt. Olive Family with long-term 
illnesses:   
• Gunar Tranum 

• Carter Ellis    
 

Mt. Olive Family with other health 
issues:  

• Bess Ballard 
• Myrt Hawthorne 
• Fern Gay 
• Bernice Bostic  
• Lola Norton 
• Wanda Settle-Nordby 
• Ella Clark 
 

Friends with cancer:    

• Melissa Garmong 

• Tim Norman 
 

Friends with other health issues:  

• JoJo (Heidi Saupe’s great nephew) 

Family & Friends Mourning the Loss: 

• Bernice Bostic 

• David Schmeil (Alice Johansson’s 
brother) 

 

Mt. Olive Congregation: 

• Guidance for leadership 

• Elders 
 

Mt. Olive Community: 

• Campus Life Ministry in  
       Mason County Schools 
• Mt. Olive Tutoring Program  
 

Protection for our Law Enforcement, 
Firefighters & Military: 

• ALL the men and women  
       serving around the world 
 

Mt. Olive DC/PS Mission: 

• Administrators, teachers, children & 
their families 

 
 We’ll dig into God’s Word,     
using a text series which covers  a 
wide variety of Biblical titles and 
history. 
 The meetings and topics       
discussed are designed for teenage 
boys through and up to retired 
men.  
 You are always welcome and 
certainly encouraged to attend. 
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Mt. Olive Lutheran Church                                                                
206 East Wyandotte Avenue 
Shelton, WA   98584 

Pastor:                                                    William Baker 

Deacon:                                           Bill Crowell 

Website:                             www.mtoliveshelton.org 

Office & Message Phone:                            360-426-6353 

Office email:                            molcshelton@comcast.net 

Daycare/Preschool:   Margarete Dohring  360-427-3165 

Daycare email:                      daycaremolc@comcast.net                                                               

Ministers:                     The People of Mt. Olive 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 
    

   Contemporary Service                       8:30 am 
   

   Christian Education                            10:00 am 
   

   Traditional Service           11:00 am 
 

    Ascension Day Service (5/30)            7:00 pm            

Save with your 
Smartphone to go 
directly to our 
Webpage. 

 

MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN  

 


