Last Sunday of the Church Year – November 22, 2020
Prelude
Welcome
852 O God of Mercy, God of Might
1 O God of mercy, God of might,
In love and pity infinite,
Teach us, as ever in Thy sight,
To live our lives in Thee.
4

All are redeemed, both far and wide,
Since Thou, O Lord, for all hast died.
Grant us the will and grace provide
To love them all in Thee!

5

In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,
May we each other’s burdens share;
May we, where help is needed, there
Give help as unto Thee!

sts. 1, 4–6

6

And may Thy Holy Spirit move
All those who live to live in love
Till Thou shalt greet in heav’n above
All those who live in Thee.
Text: Public domain
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Exhortation
LSB 167
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
Confession of Sins
LSB 167
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution
LSB 167
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 39:4–5a, 7–8, 12; antiphon: 2 Peter 3:13 NIV
P In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of
righteousness.
C O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of my days; let me know how fleeting
I am!
P Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths, and my lifetime is as nothing before you.
C And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in you.
P Deliver me from all my transgressions. Do not make me the scorn of the fool!
C Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry; hold not your peace at my tears! For I am a
sojourner with you, a guest, like all my fathers.
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of the living and the dead.
Enable us to wait for the day of His return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for Your
own from the foundation of the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Old Testament Reading
Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24
11
“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out.
12
As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek
out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds
and thick darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries,
and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines,
and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain
heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich
pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I
myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will
destroy. I will feed them in justice. . . .
20
“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat sheep
and the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your
horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I

will judge between sheep and sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and
he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and
my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalm

Psalm 95:1–7a; antiphon: v. 7a
1

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 2Let us come
into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 3For the
LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 4In his hand are the depths of the earth; the
heights of the mountains are his also 5The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.
6

Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 7For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
Epistle

1 Corinthians 15:20–28
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For
as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die,
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his
coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the
Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all
his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27For “God has put all things in
subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is
excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28When all things are subjected to him, then the
Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be
all in all.
20

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Alleluia and Verse
C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

LSB 173

Matthew 25:31–46

[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit
on his glorious throne. 32Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his
right, but the goats on the left. 34Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For I
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, 36I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you
came to me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed
you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked
and clothe you? 39And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40And the King will answer
them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’
31

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for
the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no
drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in
prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45Then he will
answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do
it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
41

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns
1 The King shall come when morning dawns
And light triumphant breaks,
When beauty gilds the eastern hills
And life to joy awakes.
2

Not as of old a little child,
To bear and fight and die,
But crowned with glory like the sun
That lights the morning sky.

3

Oh, brighter than the rising morn
When Christ, victorious, rose
And left the lonesome place of death
Despite the rage of foes.

4

Oh, brighter than that glorious morn
Shall dawn upon our race
The day when Christ in splendor comes
And we shall see His face.

5

The King shall come when morning dawns
And light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:
Come quickly, King of kings!
Text: Public domain
Sermon

"Behold"

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Offering
Offertory
LSB 192
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Brief silence
P For the faithful proclamation of Christ, our King, and for the strengthening of God’s people in this true faith
and their baptismal life in Christ, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For Christ’s holy, catholic and apostolic Church; for all who faithfully confess the saving name of Christ;
and for the protection of the Lord to extend over us against the devil, the world and our own sinful selves, let us
pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For God’s people in this place, for the mission and work God has given us to do, and for the unity of the
Spirit and a spirit of cooperation and harmony in our life together, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For all the schools of our church body, for the seminaries where our pastors are being trained for Your
service, and for the campuses where our young are prepared for their occupations by their vocation as God’s
people by Baptism and faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For those who have wandered from the flock of God, for the faithful shepherds who gather them in through
the voice of God’s Word, for our forgiveness, and for our willingness to forgive others in Christ’s name, let us
pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For a right reception of the true body and blood of Christ, for grace to use well what we receive here in
Christ’s name, and for the day when no division of doctrine and faith will hinder our communion together at the
Lord’s altar, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.
P For our president and governor, our newly elected leaders and all in authority over us, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For all artists and artisans; for science and invention; for those who serve us in the medical arts; for
tradespeople and laborers; and for those who serve and protect us as police, firefighters and military personnel,
let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the hungry and homeless, for the unemployed and underemployed, for those who work in disaster relief,
and for the social-service agencies of our church, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For a giving spirit, that we may not neglect the poor nor fail to provide resources to the Church to fulfill the
Lord’s bidding and spread the Gospel to every place, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For those afflicted by illness of body or mind and for those who care for them… that with God’s strength
they may kept through patience and delivered to everlasting life, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the grieving, that they may have hope, and for those near the end of their earthly lives, that they may be
sustained in faith to everlasting life, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P Lord God, heavenly Father, we here remember the sufferings and death of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for
our salvation. Praising His victorious resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before
You, where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His Kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Proper Preface
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You,
holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for
His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto
death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given

us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus
C Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
LSB 178
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created
and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy
we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood
on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as
He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Proclamation of Christ
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink,
You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in
the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the
final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

LSB 180

Agnus Dei
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
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Distribution
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your
sins.
Amen.
The Dismissal
LSB 181
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
Thank the Lord
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let ev’ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.
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Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
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710 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want
1 The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want;
He makes me down to lie
In pastures green; He leadeth me
The quiet waters by.
2

My soul He doth restore again
And me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness,
E’en for His own name’s sake.

3

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will I fear no ill;
For Thou art with me, and Thy rod
And staff me comfort still.

4

My table Thou hast furnishèd
In presence of my foes;
My head Thou dost with oil anoint,
And my cup overflows.

5

Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me;
And in God’s house forevermore
My dwelling place shall be.
Text: Public domain
Announcements
Postlude
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