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Building a 2020 Vision                                                         
for Our God’s Church in Shelton 

Over the years I (and all of us) have had to have my eyes checked periodi-

cally to see how well I can still see and read. The standard for vision never 
seems to change, but my eyes do. Astigmatism, Near-sightedness and far-
sightedness as well as wear, age, disease, Dust and allergies, trauma,      
cataracts and glaucoma are all things that can cause a vision to fade or 
cause a temporary ability to not see clearly. This is why we keep going 
back and having our vision tested, usually by professionals. Too often we 
wait to the point that can go to far before we take corrective action. Some-
times all it takes is a corrective lens. Sometimes a small procedure, and  
others, well it takes some major effort to restore 2020 vision. Sometimes 
though even that is not a possible achievement, so we seek to find the best 
vision possible for ourselves and our circumstances.                                                                   
 The life of a church and a congregation can have a similar life story. 
What is the standard of a vision that God gives us? How well can we see 
the charts and read the letters? How do we stand up when tested by the   
various means of testing our vision? Do we have 2020 vision? Or do we 
deceive ourselves into thinking we see clearly because the deterioration has 
taken place over time? Perhaps even we do as I have done in the DMV, 
merely memorize the chart and repeat the letters yet fail to see them truly. 
Sometimes the corrective measures are minor. Sometimes it only takes a 
special lens through which to view the world and our circumstances. Other 
times though it may take more effort to bring about the best vision possible, 
to be able to see and recognize and describe to others all the wonders of 
God and His message of Grace for us.                   

Please see Thoughts From Pastor on page 2 
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 So, what is the test? How do we get our vision checked? How well do we read the charts of God’s Word and Way 
for us? 

 Three Steps: (Or What Do We Do? What is God asking of us?) 

      1.  Who is Our Target?  

      2. How do we Reach Them?  

      3. How do we meet their needs?  

 These are not questions for me to answer but are questions we need to ask our-

selves as individuals but more so as a people of God. and asking ourselves if what I/We am/are doing is meeting the 

answers to these questions. If so, celebrate the results of our vision, and if not, to look for the corrections in the way  

we see to bring about the best vision for 2020 we can achieve. 

        Before we can answer those questions, we need to reflect on these… 

       1.   Who are we? (Identity) 

    2.   What are we like? (Personal Preferences) 

                         3.   Who is our neighbor? (Context) 

    4.   What is God calling us to do here (Ultimate Purpose) 

 As is true as all of us descendants of the reformation, we do all of this in Scriptural Accountability for our plans 

and our actions and our desires.                 

 Once we have answered the first questions, we can now consider the “Process” questions, but we need also to  

answer process questions considering Personal Preferences, and also institutional well-being. These two takes into  

consideration traditions and heritage, and Resources.              

 Moving forward, we as a congregation, those appointed and elected as leaders of our congregation, and especially 

your elders and I, must answer the questions, how do we do this? And so, we follow a 6-step process: 1.) Objectives, 

2.) Activities, 3.) Resources, 4.) Obstacles, 5.) Evaluation, and 6.) Communication. 

• Objectives. Our Elders, and I are to equip, empower and encourage ourselves and each ministry leader to 

establish goals and objectives that will allow us and encourage us to rejoice and grow in God’s Grace as we 

seek Him, strive to serve Him, and Share Him and His message of reconciliation to the world and extend His 

loving hand to our community, and to focus our energy and resources to that end. 

• Activities. What specific activities might each ministry area need to adopt or engage in that would help us 

seek Him, Serve Him, and Share Him, and extend His love to others? What activities might we need to give up, 

or alter to accomplish our main objectives? 

• Resources. What resources are needed to do these activities and reach our objectives? Which of these    

resources do we have now? How do we prioritize and distribute them? How do we acquire those resources we 

do not have? What alternatives are there?  

 

 

Thoughts From Pastor 
Continued from page 1 

 

Please see Thoughts From Pastor on page 3 
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Mount Olive Financial Report ... through the end of September 2019. 

   January thru September Contributions  $ 107,981 

        Expenditures ($120,345) [Budgeted so far this year $ 129,708] 

        Over (Under) ($ 14,083) 

 

 September Contributions  $ 13,744          

        Expenditures     ($ 12,024) 

        Over (Under)     ($  1,720) 

 

• Obstacles. We need to acknowledge what obstacles we face in our objectives, and what potent obstacles we 

might face, and be proactive in overcoming them, avoiding them, and being realistic in our  abilities to do that. 

• Evaluation. How do we evaluate our activities? What will be the mark of success? How much time do we 

give a particular activity? Is the activity performing according to our realistic expectations? Does it continue to 

deserve the time, energy and resources we devoted to it? Knowing these things in advance will help us to stay 

focused and encouraged when we don’t see immediate or “significant” results. 

• Communication. How will we let the congregation, and the community, know what we are doing, why we 

are doing it? How do we continue to let them know what we need, and how they can help? How do we        

communicate how things are going? How do we show we are being good stewards of all the resources entrusted 

to us? 

  These are the means by which we will find ourselves seeing the world in and around Shelton with the same 

eyes of God towards these people who are also worthy of the love, grace, mercy of God. If there was ever a     

Reformation objective, this is it. To stand true to the Word and all that it has to say to us and for us for the sake of 

the redemption of the world.                                                                                                                                         

                                               

  We pray for God to help us see clearly in 2020 and to have good vision for the year ahead and onward into 

the years to come. Grant this we pray O Lord, Amen. 

Thoughts From Pastor 
Continued from page 2 
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Daycare/Preschool & School-Tutoring -  Outreach Ministries 
 

Director —Margarete Dohring   
Teachers —  Tanya Lewis, Ashley Pettis, Tammy Rex, Marieta Foster, Selena Parker, Viola Lanman 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL 
EVENTS:  
 

Thanksgiving Feast—Friday, 
November 22 at 11:30 am.  This 
will be our 24th Annual Thanks-
giving Feast!  Cost is $8.00 for 
adults and $5.00 for children.  
Please sign up using the sheet by 
the church office window and  
return your form and payment to 
Margarete as soon as possible.  
What a great opportunity to     
connect with the families of the 
children in our preschool! 
 
Christmas Program—Friday, 
December 13 at 7:00 pm.  This 
will be our 24th Daycare/
Preschool Christmas Program at 
Mt. Olive.  What a joy it is to 
share the real meaning of Christ-
mas with the families of our    
children enrolled in our daycare 
and preschool.  Mark your calen-
dars and come ready to visit with 
many new faces!  This is a great 
opportunity to connect with our 
community, right here at Mt.   
Olive.  There will be a cookie and 
juice reception following the   
program.  I hope to see many of 
you there! 
 
ENROLLMENT:  Our School-
Age classroom is full.  We have 
just a few openings in our Pre-
school classroom for children 2 ½ 
years to 4 years old.  (Not entering 

K next school year.)  Children must 
be at least 30 months old and    
toilet trained.  Please let your 
friends and neighbors know!   

TUTORING:  Our fifth year of 
tutoring will be starting soon.       
Coordinators at both schools are 
working on schedules for our tutors.  
Teachers at both schools are also 
eager for us to begin.  We have had 
an orientation at Mt. Olive and will 
soon have an orientation at the new 
Mt. View school.  (They are in an 
entirely new building this year.)   

All the tutors at   
Bordeaux are return-
ing, so there is no 
need for an orienta-
tion there. This year, 
we have twelve    
tutors ready to help 
children learn!  

We’ve hired two new tutors, Ginny 
Brush and Janet Parsons.  Both 
will work at Mt. View this year.  
We are blessed to have so many 
people willing and eager to serve in 
this area! 
  
STAFFING NEEDS:  We are 
grateful for the blessing of two new 
teachers to work in the afternoons, 
Marieta Foster and Viola Lanman  
They will take the place of Lillian 

  

Our mission is to promote excellence in education and to nurture children  
to use their God-given gifts and live a full Christian life.   

Rusher (who retired to care for 
grandchildren) and Sharon Jo 
Schirman (who took time off to be 
an active mom with her three high 
school age boys.)  We are current-
ly waiting for them to clear and 
complete all the requirements to 
work unsupervised with children.  
The process takes 4-6 weeks, so 
both have been extremely patient.  
Meanwhile, we are still juggling to 
cover staffing needs.  I appreciate 
the willingness of all our staff 
members to fill in, where needed.  
We have a great team! 
 
EARLY ACHIEVERS:  We are 
now meeting twice/month with 
our Early Achievers coach as we 
prepare for our upcoming rating 
January 16, 2020-March 15, 2020.  
The process is quite involved.   
 
FACEBOOK:  We have a Face-
book page!  You'll find us at  
"Mount Olive Lutheran Daycare 
and Preschool."  Please "Like" us!  
I’ve posted several pictures and 
videos of our many activities. 
 
PRAYERS NEEDED:  Please 
continue to pray for the children, 
and families of children, enrolled 
in our daycare and preschool    
program.  Pray also for the       
children, families, and teachers we 
will touch through our tutoring at 
Bordeaux Elementary and Mt. 
View Elementary.  
 
Joyfully serving,    

Margarete                                                                                                                     
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    Fall Church Clean-up  
Saturday, November 16 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm  
 

 It’s time for the annual Fall church clean up.  The plan is for deep cleaning both downstairs (particularly 

the kitchen area) and upstairs all areas. Please bring your own cleaning supplies. Outside, we need some weed 
whacking done around the playground and area behind the church. Many hands make light work. If you can 
spend the day or just a few hours, we will appreciate your help!  Lunch will be provided. 

     Collection for our Food Bank Mission at The Saints’ Pantry this month is   
  scheduled for Sunday, November 3rd.  The theme for this month will be  

  Food Items for a Thanksgiving Dinner.                                                                                   
 Let’s make the 2019 collection one to be remembered!! We can put aside all 
the dreadful events and conflicts that are broadcast on the news at home and across 
all the borders of the world. Take a moment to reflect on all the good that occurs 
around us and rightful so, that good far outnumbers anguish. With just a little extra 
effort we can exceed our very generous Thanksgiving contributions from the past 
and provide those less fortunate homeless members of our area, even a greater  
harvest of food, to consume on Thanksgiving Day and longer.                          

                                Thanks for your support!! 
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Service Roster......... Each one should use whatever gift he/she has received 

to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.   1 Peter 4:10                                                                   

Date Time  Communion Asst. 
 

Lectors 
 

 

Greeters 
 

 

 
 

      
 
 

03 
HC   
All Saints 
Day 
 

8:30  
 
 
 
11:00 

Dan Johnson 
David Hamilton 
 
 
Dan Kolman 
Max Archer 

David Hamilton 
 
 
 
Dave Rolfs 

Ushers 
 
 
 
Ushers 

  

10 
T 

8:30 
 
 
11:00 

 
 
 
Max Archer 
Mike Fredson 

Linda Pardee 
 
 
Isabelle Archer 

Char Mann 
 
 
Mike Fredson 
Susie Paulson 

  

17 
C 

8:30 
 
 
11:00 

Dan Johnson 
David Hamilton 

David Hamilton 
 
 
Janice McMann 
 

Keith Fuller 
Kathy Fuller 
 
Max Archer 
Isabelle Archer  

  

24 
T  
 
 
 

8:30 
 
 
11:00 

 
 
 
Dan Kolman 
Mike Fredson 

Kim Shonkwiler 
 
 
Carla Tranum 

Char Mann 
 
 
Ushers 

  

27 
HC 
 
 

7:00 pm Paul Janssen 
Dan Kolman 

Cheryl Janssen Ushers   

 

MUSICIANS          Ascension Director: Debbie Robinson;  Keyboard: Alice Johansson & Sarah Parker   

ALTAR GUILD    Bonnie Strohschein & Sandy Strohschein 

FLOWERS              03– Smiths; 10 - Bakers; 17 - Open; 24 - Thanksgiving 

USHERS             Team 1: Bob Rogers, Captain   

 

 

Broadcast       Station       City         State     Freq Band       Day       Time       
Guide  KLAY         Tacoma   WA     1180 AM      Sun.      9:30 AM  
   KIXI            Bellevue  WA        880  AM         Sun.      6:30 AM 

Thanksgiving Eve 
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 02  -  Community Dinner at Community Lifeline Hall - 5:30 pm  (Finance) 
   

    03 -   Food Bank Collection - Thanksgiving Dinner Foods 
  

 03-   Daylight Saving Time ends 
  
 06  -  School Board Meeting at 6:15 pm 
  
 09 -   Men’s Breakfast at 8:00 am  
 

 09 -   Governance Bd. /All Ministry Teams/All Boards/Lydia Ruth  
    Planning Workshop for 2020 from 9:00 – 11:00 am   
  
 12 -    Elders Meeting at 6:00 pm 

  
 16 -   Fall Church Clean Up  9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
 

  21 -   Governance Board Meeting at 5:30 pm 
  
 22 -   DC/PS Thanksgiving Feast at 11:30 am 
 
 27 -   Thanksgiving Eve Communion Service 7:00 pm     

       
  
    

 

November Events and Meetings 

 

      There has been an inquiry as to “Why doesn’t MOLC have a portable defibrillator?”  

Many public places do”.  I have looked into the cost, which is estimated at $1500-$1800.  

I have found a person who is willing to train interested persons.  This is not a budgeted 

item and so would need to be purchased/donated.  Any questions or comments, text or 

email Dale Johnson at 360-490-9727 or dmrae1956@gmail.com 

  

 Portable defibrillators, also called automated external defibrillators (AEDs), are electronic devices 
designed to deliver an electric shock to victims of sudden cardiac arrest.                     
 OSHA encourages the installation of quickly accessible AEDs in order to increase the survival rate 
of sudden cardiac arrest incidents in workplaces. Prompt treatment of sudden cardiac arrest with an AED 
can restore normal cardiac function in up to 60% of cases, and can increase survival rates to more than 
90%.  AEDs are designed to be easy to use. Mock exercises show that untrained sixth grade children are 
able to use them without difficulty. 

 F 
Y  
  I 
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Christian Education 

Sunday Morning from 10:00-10:45 am in the Martin Luther Room:   
 

“Spirituality of the Cross”, a book study by Gene Veith, Jr.  This book explains a Christian tradition that is rich, historic, 
and particularly relevant today. In a time when Christianity has become confused with moralism, politics, and what     
Martin Luther called the spirituality of glory, the Spirituality of the Cross comes as a liberating, paradigm-shifting        
alternative.  Join in on our discussions. 

 
Women’s Bible Study meets Tuesdays in the Martin Luther room at 6:30 pm  
 

Join our study by David Nasser called “Why Jesus”.  It will be answering tough questions about our savior. People have 
lots of opinions and questions about Jesus. Those who follow Christ make up the largest religion in the world. With so 
many different faiths and beliefs in our culture, it is difficult to grasp what makes our faith in Jesus Christ unique. How 
do we get past all these opinions to find out what is really true? Instead of looking at culture, we must look to scripture 
and find out about Jesus. By examining the old and new testament prophecies, his birth, his miracles and healing, his  
“I am” statements, and his death and resurrection, our faith and love for Christ is deepened. Miracles confirm the  
declarations of his deity. C.S. Lewis famously said that everyone must come to the conclusion that Jesus is either a liar,  
a lunatic, or he is Lord. And if we say that he is Lord, that it’s our privilege and responsibility to share with others why 
Jesus is the Savior and Messiah of the world. 
 

Wednesday Bible Study meets Wednesdays in the Martin Luther room at 10:00-11:30 am.   
 

Our current study is Lutheranism 101.This class will discuss the basic foundation of the Lutheran faith. All are invited to 
learn for the first time or to refresh your knowledge. Join us for this study. 
 

 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets on the 2nd Saturday of the month (November 9) from 8:00-9:00 am  
 

All men are invited to join us for a delicious breakfast and Bible study in the Fellowship Hall.  It’s a great opportunity to 
grow in our faith together as we share food, fellowship, and the action of God in our lives together. 
 

 Prayer Families  

03 Rod & Char Mann; Brad & Heidi McCutcheon, Bill McFadzen; Janice McMann 

10 Tom & Peggy Moore; Charles & Lori Netzel; Lola Norton 

17 Gene & Linda Pardee; Kathleen Parks; Danny, Lindsy, Raegan & Ryleigh Phipps 

24 Brian & Chris Roberts; Jeff, Julie, Ethan & Noah Roberts 
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The Governance Board ………….. 
Striving to keep our congregation informed 

 The Governance Board had its monthly meeting September 19th. As the Church year end is approaching 
Gene Pardee shared a re-cap of Governance Board history during his President Report.  
 Nominees for the Board are discussed due to 3 of our 7 members terms are up this year. After prayer and 
devotion, a written or verbal report given by all group leaders or representatives, including Pastor Baker,     
President Gene Pardee, Financial, School, Scholarship Committee when pertinent, Property Management, and 
Elder. 
 It has been approved to at least look into the possibility of selling some of our extra, unused parcel(s) to 
reduce taxes and, of course, the income. Kevin Cronquist will check with the owners of the neighboring proper-
ties first to see if they have any interest in the land. Gene Pardee is working on replacing the Mt. Olive, street 
type signs that have blown down or damaged. Gene Pardee is also Researching Surveillance cameras/systems 
for safety and to hopefully reduce break ins and vandalism. Plans to construct the new storage shed have been 
finalized. By the time you read this, the shed may have been already been started and/or completed. Lead on the 
shed is Dan Kolman and Pastor Bill. Funds have been donated to replace flooring in the sanctuary. We feel it 
only prudent, that if we are going to replace flooring, that it may be wise to paint sanctuary walls and make any 
desired changes in the sanctuary prior to flooring. This of course would be brought up before the congregation 
before any changes were decided. Mozell Snider is heading up a Committee, “The Sanctuary Facelift Commit-
tee.” Hoping Mozell will have lots of help with this project. Taking bids on Sanctuary thermostat replacement. 
Researching AED defibrillator for church, may be too expensive, but worth a look. Margarete Dohring to     
review current personnel policy and report to GB with comment and/or concerns. 2020 budget vote coming up 
soon. Still entertaining nominations for the GB. Continued work on the “fixed Asset” records in our Bookkeep-
ing Program, Quickbooks. As always, the board reviews one Governing Policy each month so all can be aware 
of what they say and make updates as needed. Closing in prayer for wisdom and guidance. 

       Thank you, Dale Johnson 

 Have you thought about how you might serve God?    
 Are you friendly? Do you have the gift of Hospitality?   
 Consider using your gifts to serve the church in the all- 
 important ministry of intentional greeting. 
 Your smile, your voice, is often the first impression  
 of a congregation to our visitors.  Our reception and    

welcoming of others has greater impact on a visitor and whether or not they will return than any message 
or sermon I might deliver.  Our Elders and I are seeking more of our members to serve as greeters and   
ushers.  Please notify the Elders or the Church Office if you would be interested in serving in 2020. We 
have training materials for you, and we will be hosting a training session on January 4th, from 9:00-12:00 
and will follow with a light celebratory luncheon. Again I urge you all to please prayerfully consider this    
ministry. 

 We are God’s Church in Shelton.  Here We Stand.  God Bless You All 

Remarks from Pastor Baker 
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People We Remember in Prayer 

Mt. Olive Family with long-term 
illnesses:   
• Gunar Tranum 

• Carter Ellis    
 

Mt. Olive Family with other 
health issues:  

• Bess Ballard 
• Myrt Hawthorne 
• Fern Gay 
• Lola Norton 
• Wanda Settle-Nordby 
• Ella Clark 
• Linda Pardee  
• Kathy Smith 
• Nadene Schad 
 

Mt. Olive Family recovering from 
surgery: 

• Kim Shonkwiler 
• Eileen Burrus 
• Cathy Green 
 

Mt. Olive Family with cancer: 

• Desi Bang 
• Bonnie Strohschein 
 
Friends with cancer:    

• Melissa Garmong 

• Tim Norman 

• Joseph - (Kasperski’s 2 yr. old son) 

• Pam Thedford (Rogers’ relative) 

 
Friends with other health issues:  

• JoJo (Heidi Saupe’s great nephew) 
• Margaret (Dale Johnson’s cousin) 
• Stan (Tranums’ friend) 
• Owen (V. Baker’s former student) 
• Barbara Kelly (C. Green’s mother) 
• Rita (Vivien Baker’s friend) 
• Cassie (Tranums’ grandniece) 
 

Mt. Olive Congregation: 

• Guidance for leadership 

• Elders 
 

Meets every month on the 2nd Saturday 
(November 9) 

 in Mt. Olive’s Fellowship Hall  
from 8:00 - 9:30 am. 

 

 We’ll dig into God’s Word,     
using a text series which covers  a 
wide variety of Biblical titles and 
history. 
 The meetings and topics       
discussed are designed for teenage 
boys through and up to retired 
men.  
 You are always welcome and 
certainly encouraged to attend. 

 
Mt. Olive Community: 

• Campus Life Ministry in  
       Mason County Schools 
• Mt. Olive Tutoring Program  
 

Protection for our Law Enforce-
ment, Firefighters & Military: 

• ALL the men and women  
       serving around the world 
 

Mt. Olive DC/PS Mission: 

• Administrators, teachers,      
children & their families 
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Stewardship 

  

 St. Paul wrote to the Church of Christ in Corinth: “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not  

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7). God loves a cheerful giver. But who is a 
cheerful giver? 
 Abel was. By faith, Abel gave the firstborn of his flock, and it was acceptable in God’s sight. Abraham was. By 
faith, Abraham prepared cakes and a tender choice calf for God and entertained angels unaware. So also were David 
and Solomon. By faith, David would not make a sacrifice to God that cost him nothing, so he paid Araunah his due. By 
faith, Solomon built a house for God, where his name would dwell and thereby where 
He would dwell to be Israel’s God and they His people. 
 What more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of all those who gave not 
simply for the joy of giving but for the joy of knowing the One to whom they gave.  
 So also our Lord, who for the joy set    before Him, gave everything, yes, even 
His life, enduring the cross and scorning its shame. He gave to the shedding of His 
blood, willingly and resolutely setting His face toward Jerusalem to die for the life of the 
world. Though He was rich in every way, He became poor, so that by His poverty we 
might be rich beyond measure.  
 So then, let us – like Abel and Abraham, like David and Solomon, and even like our 
Lord Jesus Christ – give cheerfully to God for the work of His kingdom in our midst. 
Like them, let us decide in our heart – for the joy set before us – the joy of knowing the One to whom we give is the 
One who gives us all good things.  

Source: www.lcms.org/ministrynewsletters/ stewardship  

 

 

All Ministry Teams and Boards  
2020 Planning Workshop 
Saturday, November 9th from 9:00 am-11:00 am 
 
 Mt Olive’s annual planning meeting for all ministry teams (Governance 
Board, Elders, Sunday School, Fellowship, Finance, Worship, Altar Guild, 
Lydia Ruth, School, Youth) will take place Saturday, November 9th from 
9:00-11:00 am.  
 

 It is an opportunity to work together as we look ahead to another year 
of God's blessings, laying out a road map of where we see the Lord leading 
us.  All team members are encouraged to attend. 
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Mt. Olive Lutheran Church                                                                
206 East Wyandotte Avenue 
Shelton, WA   98584 

Pastor:                                                    William Baker 

Deacon:                                           Bill Crowell 

Website:                             www.mtoliveshelton.org 

Office & Message Phone:                            360-426-6353 

Office email:                            molcshelton@comcast.net 

Daycare/Preschool:   Margarete Dohring  360-427-3165 

Daycare email:                      daycaremolc@comcast.net                                                               

Ministers:                     The People of Mt. Olive 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 
    

   Contemporary Service                       8:30 am 
   

   Christian Education                            10:00 am 
   

   Traditional Service           11:00 am 
      

    11/27 Thanksgiving Eve Communion Service 
                  7:00 pm 

Save with your 
Smartphone to go 
directly to our 
Webpage. 

 

MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN  

 

 


