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“The production of natural resources is crippled … Business is suffering; places of 
amusement, schools, even the churches are closed in many and large sections, and the 
fear of death is tormenting many.”[1] As contemporary as this description sounds, it 
actually appeared in The Lutheran Witness of Oct. 29, 1918. The author of the article, 
simply titled “The Epidemic,” was Pastor Richard Jesse, who believed the coming of 
the Spanish flu was God’s means to drive people to repentance. The epidemic was, in 
his mind, “another scourge of the Almighty.”      
 Devastating diseases have been a part of the human experience since the fall of 
human beings into sin, with its disastrous effects on God’s good creation. The current 
COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted our lives and thrown our ordinary routines, in-
cluding our churchly ones, into complete chaos. Is this “another scourge” from God? 
How can we make sense of these times? How has the church reacted in the past, and 
how should we react today?          
 Investing contemporary events with theological meaning is always risky busi-
ness, but it is also a natural thing for us to do. Apart from a specific biblical word such 
efforts always remain interpretations, but all of us consistently done so, as both the 
words of Jesse above and the following stories show.      
 A devastating epidemic of yellow fever broke out in Philadelphia in 1793. Phila-
delphia at the time was the temporary capital of the United States and the largest city 
in the country. Its population of about 50,000 decreased by at least 8% over the course 
of the epidemic (Aug. 1 to Nov. 9, 1793). Among the 4,031 people buried during the 
epidemic, 641 (16%) of them were from the Lutheran congregation served by J.H.C. 
Helmuth (1745–1825).           
 Helmuth’s account of the epidemic, published as A Short Account of  the Yellow 
Fever in Philadelphia for the Reflecting Christian (trans. Charles Erdman, 1794), of-
fers insight into how Christians struggled with the sudden appearance of a sickness 
that they lacked the ability to understand. Its descriptions sound hauntingly contempo-
rary at times: “The external appearance 
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moreover of those who met one another in the street, increased the alarm. They generally had spunges or handkerchiefs before their 
mouths and noses, and some even had the mouth entirely covered. They shunned each other through fear of being infected.”[2]  
 Because they did not understand the cause of the fever, people struggled to determine the best ways to protect themselves and the 
larger community. Those who had the means simply deserted the city; upwards of a third of the population pursued this avenue — in-
cluding President George Washington. Those who remained and took sick were treated generally by bleeding. Needless to say, such 
treatments hurt more than they helped. What was more beneficial were the efforts to decontaminate houses and to clean the particularly 
filthy areas of the city. Later, Philadelphia passed quarantine laws and posted guards at the city’s borders to deny entry to citizens of other 
towns and cities that were experiencing the fever.                
 Among the most controversial of Helmuth’s actions was continuing to hold services, which may have increased the death toll 
among the Lutherans. At the same time, Helmuth did so out of his conviction that “the Lord brought all this dying to our town. He 
makes no differences in his punishment.”[3] The real cause of the epidemic, in Helmuth’s opinion, was the corporate sinfulness of Phila-
delphia as a whole as manifested in the sinfulness of its individual citizens. Drinking, cursing, sabbath breaking and attending the theater 
were all pursuits that continued in the midst of the plague. And such activities invited the wrath of God. How then, asked Helmuth, could 
the church possibly refrain from gathering and turning the people from their sins to a life that God could bless?     
 With the cooler autumn weather of 1793, the epidemic released its grip. It returned, however, almost annually, with another espe-
cially destructive outbreak in 1798. And through the years it seemed that God continued regularly to send “another scourge” upon the 
people of the United States. Years later, in 1918, when an epidemic of the Spanish flu had devastating effects throughout the world, one 
of the hardest hit cities was Philadelphia, which did little to mitigate the impact of the flu.         
 Other cities did address the problem, including the imposition of what were broadly called “Churchless Sundays.” St. Louis closed 
the churches for one Sunday, Oct. 13, 1918. J.H.C. Fritz, chairman of the St. Louis Pastoral Conference and later professor at Concordia 
Seminary, noted that it was “customary among Lutherans to have family worship,” and he recommended that “the ‘lessons for the day’ 
be read from the Bible in lieu of the church service.”[4] In other places engage in them. And we Lutherans have government directives 
extended these over several Sundays. What could be done in a world with no opportunity for livestreaming or video delivery of ser-
mons? In Knoxville, Tenn., the Rev. K. Kretschmar encouraged his flock to have family devotions so that Sundays, “though church-
less,” might be “God-full.”[5]                   
 Our Synod was affected by the pandemic. At least 19 pastors and three teachers died of the flu. Both seminaries closed and one 
student, H. Kern, died at the St. Louis seminary. Several district conventions were postponed or shortened. And yet, in time, the pandem-
ic passed, and we were able to gather together once more around pulpit, font and altar.         
 In the midst of the pandemic, there was profound uncertainty and anxiety, not unlike that of 1793 — and 2020. By late September 
1793, Pastor Helmuth nearly despaired as he wrote in his journal: “The sickness and death are all around us. Lord Jesus, help us. Do not 
leave us alone.” Jesus does not abandon us, especially in uncertain times. For we are His church, and as the dearly beloved children of 
God, we have His promise never to leave us or forsake us.              
 While it seems that we must endure “another scourge,” in truth we know that God works all things together for the good of those 
who love Him (Rom. 8:28). That is His promise to you and me — to us as The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. Truly, it seems to 
be the case that the issue of gathering together in our congregations is more on the minds of our Synod than it has been in years. While 
we may have taken this blessing for granted, we don’t any longer. Now, as we anguish over being separated from one another, this leads 
us to look forward to that time when we gather together around the Word and Sacraments. At the same time, we see the Scripture being 
shared over social media as never before. Christ is being proclaimed. In the midst of challenge, there is an opportunity to confess God’s 
faithfulness, to serve our neighbors in their bodily and spiritual needs, and to reach out to them with the Good News of Christ’s death and 
resurrection. As we do so, we must act wisely in the midst of the present uncertainties. In all things, we trust in God’s unwavering prom-
ise to us: “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20). 

[1] “The Epidemic,” The Lutheran Witness 37 (1918): 339. 

[2] Helmuth, Yellow Fever, 40. 

[3] “Rev. Helmuth’s Diary,” 3 November 1793, bobarnebeck.com/helmuth.html, accessed April 19, 2020. 

[4] “Churchless Sundays Will Be Observed Because of Plague,” St. Louis Globe-Democrat, Oct. 12, 1918. 

[5] “Revive Worship Sunday in Home,” Knoxville Sentinel, Oct. 19, 1918   
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“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” asked the rich young ruler. Jesus said, “You know the command-
ments.” And the ruler replied, “All these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus said to him, “One thing you still lack. 
Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” (Luke 
18:18–22) 
 
As we listen to this, one question is raised in our minds: Is Jesus speaking to us also or only to the rich young ruler? In 
other words, is Jesus telling us to sell all that we have and give it to the poor? As good Lutherans, we answer: No! But 
why? Why should we not sell all that we have and distribute it to the poor?  
 
The simplest explanation is this: If we sold everything we have, our wife and our children would be neglected. In other 
words, to sell everything we have and give it to the poor would ignore, even abandon, those whom God has placed in 
our care. Our money, everything we have, is not to be used solely for the church. But that doesn’t mean it isn’t to be 
used for the purpose God intends.  
 
Everyone has three stations in life, three spheres in which we live and are to be of service to our neighbors. These sta-
tions are the church, the family, and society. We are members of all three of these by birth.  
 

• We are born into the church by water and the Word of God, and our duties to others in the church arise from either 
our birth into the church or the birth of others by Baptism into it. 

• We are born into a family, and our duties to others stem from either our birth into that family or the birth of others 
into our family. 
Finally, we are born into society, which is simply a further extension of our birth into our family. The duties we have 
toward other members of society come from either our birth or the birth of others into the same society. 
 
All that we have and all that we are is to be pressed into service for the church, the family, and society. If we were to sell 
all we have and give only to one, the other two would be neglected, and our duties toward them would falter.  
 
So consider your life and all that you have in light of these three stations. You pay taxes to support and help those in so-
ciety. You provide food, clothing, and shelter for the members of your family. You save for college for your children. 
 
But the one station that is usually thought of last is the church. Since the needs of the family and society are more imme-
diate, the church is often given what is left over. This is not how it should be. Rather, we are to give of our first fruits – 
the best from off the top – even as Abel gave the best of his flock.  
 
This requires forethought and intent. It means that you sit down and make a plan for what you will give from the begin-
ning. It means sticking to it even when it seems there are other more immediate and pressing things.  
 
This is all the more necessary now as we enter into periods of time while giving is low due to high unemployment or 
restrictions on meeting in church to give. If we love God, his gifts of forgiveness given through the means of grace we 
receive at church and only at church, then we will support the church just as we love our country and our family.  
 
For all that we have and all that we are is given to us by our gracious and giving God. He spared no expense for us and 
our salvation. He gave up His Son into death so that our sins are forgiven, and we will live. What is more, He provides 
for all that we need for this body and life. And our lives in this world, among these three spheres of the church, the fami-
ly, and society, are to mirror the generosity of the one who gave us life in all three by birth. 
 
Don’t let the church, your divine family, be ignored or even an afterthought. The church is nurturing you, bringing you 
up in salvation by Word and Sacrament for eternal life.  
 
            Source: www.lcms.org/ministrynewsletters/stewardship 

Stewardship 
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Daycare/Preschool & School-Tutoring -  Outreach Ministries 
Director —Margarete Dohring   
Teachers —  Tanya Lewis, Ashley Pettis, Tammy Rex, Marieta Foster, Selena Parker, Viola Lanman 

 

EARLY ACHIEVERS:  We are 
thrilled to announce that, based on our 
evaluation in February, we were noti-
fied on April 15 that we met the re-
quirements for a Level 3+ rating.  
This is exciting news as it is not com-
mon for centers to rate above a 3!   Our 
coach was very encouraging as she 
reminded us that our teachers have 
worked hard to shine… and we did!  

Our efforts were 
recognized, and 
for that we are 
grateful.  Our 
next rating will 
be between Jan-
uary and March 

of 2023.  Meanwhile, we will continue 
to work to maintain our Level 3+ rat-
ing.   
 
PRAISE REPORT!  Childcare is 
considered an essential service as we 
care for the children of first responders 
and other essential workers.  We praise 
God for healthy staff and children! 
 
CDC GUIDELINES:  As we remain 
open to serve the needs of our commu-
nity, we have been following the re-
quired CDC guidelines.  As the chil-
dren enter the facility, temperatures are 
taken, and hands are immediately 
washed.  Parents are not allowed be-
yond a certain point, and face masks 
are encouraged (for adults).  Group 
sizes are limited to ten people, includ-
ing teachers.  Maintaining a group size 
of ten is becoming challenging as more 
parents are returning to work and in 
need of childcare.  Throughout the day, 
we continue to sanitize, clean and 
check temperatures, as needed.   

CHAPEL:  I have been leading mini-
chapels, separately, for each group, as we 
need to keep our group sizes small.  It is 
important for us to continue to teach the 
children about God and His love for us!  
We continue to pray, sing, and share 
God’s love with the children throughout 
each day as well as when we meet for 
chapel.   
FACEBOOK:  We have a Facebook 
page!  You will find us at " Mount Olive 
Lutheran Daycare and Preschool."  
Please "Like" us! 
 
SUMMER TEACHERS:  We are un-
sure, yet, if/when we will need an addi-
tional teacher or teachers this summer.  
Currently, we are not seeking additional 
teachers, but will do so, if needed. 
 
 
THANK YOU!   Many thanks to our 
faithful, behind the scenes, laundry help-
ers.  Thank you Gigi Cuzick, Janice 

McMann, Peggy Moore, 
Margie Rolfs, and Heidi 
Saupe.  Your help is great-
ly appreciated! 
 

 
PRAYERS NEEDED:  Please continue 
to pray for the children enrolled in our 
daycare and preschool, the children we 
tutor at Bordeaux and Mt. View, the fam-
ilies of all the children we minister to, and 
our teachers and staff.  Pray for me, Mar-
garete, for wisdom, as I navigate the ad-
ditional responsibilities, concerns, and 
constant changes due to COVID19. 
  
 

Joyfully Serving, Margarete 

FIELD TRIP ASSISTANCE: (At this 
time, we are still unsure if we will have 
field trips this summer.)  During the sum-
mer months, we usually take our school-

age children on many 
field trips to local parks, 
swimming pools, movies, 
and events.  Many of our 
families have childcare 
coverage through DSHS 

and find it difficult to afford to pay for our 
field trips.  Many of our parents are single 
parents, and some families have several 
children to pay for.  Even paying for inex-
pensive field trips adds up quickly.  I have 
had some families decide not to send a 
child if they could not afford it.  If you 
would like to assist with the cost of field 
trips, please consider donating to our 
"Field Trip Assistance" fund.  I will make 
sure the families that really need it are 
helped.  Thanks! 
 
TUTORING:  Our tutors had to end the 
year early as schools closed in March and 
remained closed for the remainder of the 
school year.  Our tutors work directly with 
children, in the schools, and only work 
when school is in session.  We do not 
know, yet, what the next school year will 
look like, but we trust God to lead us.  He 
has it in control.  Later in the summer, I 
hope to be able to meet with the principal 
and/or tutoring coordinator of both Bor-
deaux and Mt. View to see if we can find 
another way to make tutoring work. 
 
FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST:  This 
year, sadly, we had to cancel this special 
event.  We hope we will be able to cele-
brate with our dads next year! 
 
 

  

Our mission is to promote excellence in education and to nurture children  
to use their God-given gifts and live a full Christian life.   

??? 
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READING, WRITING, and ARITHMETIC 

“3 Rs”   
 

 When you entered elementary school for the first time your teachers typically explained first what would be the 
most important things you would be learning.  They often expressed the same thoughts:   you would be learning to 
Read, Write, and do Arithmetic (“the 3 Rs”).  From the very beginning of each year then you knew what your main fo-
cus for learning would be.   You saw the importance of learning those topics – since they proved to be the foundations 
for learning everything else you were taught later in school.   
 Similarly, when you became actively involved in the church, your leaders there also took time to reveal important 
things you should know about the church then.  They mapped out their time with you training your attention to learning 
these “3 Rs” that followed:  Relationships, Regeneration, and Reconciliation.  You quickly learned that these are foun-
dations for your spiritual growth that you needed to mature in your faith. 
 Keeping the above in mind, what are the elders continuing today at MOLC to carry on with these original efforts in 
a common focus?  The answer is this: first, we are  focused upon building relationships.  We know that this is im-
portant, for we have already decided to continue with home visitations for all who attend MOLC – something you may 
have recently experienced with the elder assigned to oversee your participation here.  In addition, in order to get to 
know you better, we plan to contact you regularly,  engage in church functions with you, support you in community 
outreach activities, and look for ways to improve in general how we serve our neighborhood around us.....to list a few. 
 Now as you know, our church schedules have been recently disrupted widespread    Even so, we have continued 
with some of our regular weekly opportunities for worship, Bible study, prayer, and community outreach functions.  
Furthermore, we plan to carry on with these activities, improving them as we are able, and serving our community as 
well as we can. 
 If you have not been contacted by any of our elders within the last couple months to visit you in your own resi-
dence, please inform Pastor Bill or any of the elders.  We hope to include all who attend our church in a visitation, 
sooner rather than later.  We do not want to miss anyone.         
 In conclusion, the elders are looking forward to their visitations with you – if they have not met with you yet.  
They desire to master their “3 Rs” well, in hopes of serving and supporting you in the best ways possible.  Look for-
ward to a profitable time as you meet together and see the significance of “church matters.”   
 

Submitted by Gordy Hansen 

“Church Matters” 

     Collection for our Food Bank Mission for The Saints’ Pantry this month is  scheduled for 
Sunday, July 5th and August 2nd.  The theme for both of these months will be Items for 
Backpacking.  Food packaged in single servings, such as Top Ramen, cans of soup, meat, 
chili, tuna, granola bars, crackers, oatmeal, fruit cups, fruit juice mac and cheese, popcorn, 
peanuts & M&M’s etc. However no food items will be turned away as the need is very critical.
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Hats off! 
Along the street there comes 
A blare of bugles, a ruffle of drums, 
A flash of color beneath the sky: 
Hats off! 
The flag is passing by! 
 
Blue and crimson and white it shines 
Over the steel-tipped, ordered lines. 
Hats off! The colors before us fly 
But more than the flag is passing by. 
 
Sea-fights and land-fights, grim and great, 
Fought to make and to save the State: 
Weary marches and sinking ships; 
Cheers of victory on dying lips; 

Days of plenty and years of peace; 
March of a strong land's swift increase; 
Equal justice, right and law, 
Stately honor and reverend awe; 
 
Sign of a nation, great and strong 
To ward her people from foreign wrong: 
Pride and glory and honor, --all 
Live in the colors to stand or fall. 
 
Hats off! Along the street there comes 
A blare of bugles, a ruffle of drums; 
And loyal hearts are beating high: 
Hats off! The flag is passing by! 

You're a grand old flag, 
You're a high flying flag 
And forever in peace may you wave. 
You're the emblem of 
The land I love. 
The home of the free and the brave. 
Ev'ry heart beats true 
'neath the Red, White and Blue, 
Where there's never a boast or brag. 
Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
Keep your eye on the grand old flag. 
 
You're a grand old flag, 
You're a high flying flag 
And forever in peace may you wave. 
You're the emblem of 
The land I love. 
The home of the free and the brave. 
Ev'ry heart beats true 
'neath the Red, White and Blue, 
Where there's never a boast or brag. 
Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
Keep your eye on the grand old flag. 

"You're a Grand Old Flag" by George M. Cohan 

 

“The Flag Goes By,”  Henry Holcomb 



  7 

      01 -  School Board Meeting at 6:15 pm 
  
 04  -  Community Dinner at Lifeline Hall - 5:30 pm  (Wed. AM Bible Study) 
     
 05 -   Food Bank Collection - individual serving-sized foods  
  
 11 -   Elders Meeting 6:00 am 
 
 10  -  School Board Meeting at 6:15 pm  
 
 11 -   Men’s Breakfast at 8:00 am 
  
 16 -  Governance Board at 5:30 pm 
 
 17 -  Chamber of Commerce 2020 Expo/Bite of Shelton 
    
    
  Final Budget & Preparation for 2019 
 
 01 -  Dinner at Life Line Hall (Lydia Ruth) 
 
 02 -  Food Bank Items for Backpacks 
 
 08  - Men’s Breakfast at 8:00 am 
 
 08 - Elders Meeting 9:30 am         
 
 20  - Governance Board Meeting at 5:30 pm 
 
 30 -  Service at 8:30 & 11:00 am (no Communion) 
                Fifth Sunday Potluck 3:00 pm 
 

 

July - August Events and Meetings 

 

Subject to change!! 

Usher Assignments 
 
July - Team 1 - Captain Bob Rogers 
 
August - Team 2 - Captain Dan Johnson 

Counter Assignments 
 

July - Bob and Lorilyn Rogers 
 
August - Dave Rolfs and Julie Kolman 
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Pastor’s Page for July and August 
 

Greetings my Brothers and Sisters and friends!!! 
 
Well we have certainly learned that we cannot know what tomorrow will bring, and yet we know that our un-
changing, loving, gracious and all powerful God is still in charge and His promise for you is still and always 
will be yours. And so still. The life of the church goes on. 
 
New Technology—Perhaps you have caught us on Facebook Live and tuned in with us at 11:00 on Sundays, 
or perhaps you have caught the post later in the day. Technology has been a good friend to us in these days of 
distancing and isolation but it has been a difficult friend to come to know. But like a lot of people, once you 
get to know them you love them dearly! Look for an email soon with instructions on how to find our videos on 
YouTube. Are services are also now being recorded, and so for our families without computer access, we can 
burn them onto a DVD for your use at home. 
 
Check out My Monday Morning Musings at 10:00 am on  Mondays. It started out as a way to recap Sunday’s 
Sermon when we were having transmission difficulty, but now we are in the habit of making it a new tradi-
tion. 
 
Did you notice the Organ Music? This too is the advantage of new technologies in our church. 100% Digital 
access to all our hymns and liturgies through our upgraded use licensing for print and for streaming. Our Con-
temporary Service is also using Digital Music with accompanying Videos as our Praise Team will not be able 
to meet and play for some time yet. We did obtain a CCLI Streaming License, however it was our choice to 
stream the Traditional Service at 11:00. 
 
Now that we are in Phase Three, we are no longer using Zoom for our board meetings, choosing instead to 
meet in the Martin Luther Room, in accordance with Covid Guidelines. However we continue to Zoom in at-
tendess to our Sunday Morning Bible Study on Ezekiel and our Wednesday Bible Study on Genesis. Live at-
tendance is offered, and the class is growing once again. Both classes will be taking place in the sanctuary 
now, to accommodate the larger groups. If you would like to access the studies online, email me at  
pastorbillbaker@aol.com for an invite. You will need to register for these and use a meeting ID and password. 
 
Our new multi-media sanctuary upgrades are complete and they allow for Soo much for us to be able to do. 
We do continue to adjust and fine-tune as we go, and improve as we see fit. Looking forward to when we can 
come back fully and allow you all to enjoy what you have done. 
 
Covid Changes—I’m reluctant to post much here about the current requirements for us due to the Covid 19 
virus, as things change so often, but a few basics are worth noting… 
 
Our doors are open. We have limited seating areas, but we can easily accommodate our usual pre-pandemic 
worship numbers. We continue to stream and record our service for those of you still at risk and/or concerned. 
Many of you are probably getting used to joining church in you jammies and slippers with a cup of coffee in 
your hand. Please know that of you chose to come to church that way, you would be welcomed. Coffee is 
ready in the foyer before the first service!!! 
 
Masks are required, however we can sing and respond to the litany enthusiastically. Distancing is still the 
practice of the day. 
 
Communion is still offered in the prepackaged and sanitized individual containers. We will return to our tradi-
tional practices when it is safe to do so. 
 
                  Continued Page 9  
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Pastor’s Page Continued   (From page 8) 
 
If you have seen our worship services online, you may have noticed that we are not streaming the Service of 
the Sacrament, even though we are sharing that each Sunday. It is our faith and Practice that Online commun-
ion is not a Biblically acceptable practice, and it seemed a little unfair to broadcast what can not be joined. 
Starting in July, we will be returning to our normal schedule os first and third Sundays having communion at 
first service, and second and fourth Sundays having communion at second service. This new schedule will be 
broadcast in it’s fullness beginning July 12th. 
 
New Church Secretary—We have contacted all our previous applicants and because of the amount of time 
that has passed, we are advertising anew for our church secretary position. Days and hours are somewhat flexi-
ble, but it stands now at Wed—Fri for 4-to-5 hours each day. Much more in the beginning as needed to learn 
stuff, and get used to things around here. The hardest part of the job is putting up with me. Skills ae important, 
but a kind heart and a willingness and ability to learn goes a long way. People Skill a must. Need not be a 
member of Mount Olive. Spread the word.. But do it soon! 
 
Events at Mount Olive—We just held a moving Flag Retirement Ceremony at Mount Olive on June 14th,Flag 
Day. It was well received, and so the we have decided to make it an annual event. Each Memorial Day Week-
end, between services, we will have the retirement, and invite our local active and veteran servicemen and 
women. The ashes will then be gathered up on the altar for Flag Day and then properly interred on the church 
grounds. 
 
Usher Training was tentatively re-scheduled for July 12th, but we aren’t going to make it. Our backup is Au-
gust 9th and will be held between services to make it easier on everyone. Bible Study will still be held as usu-
al, so you will have to choose. With all the danctuary uprades, the new checklists are going to be important. If 
you are or are thinking of becoming an usher, please make arrangements to join us. If Covid does not allow, 
we will push back and reschedule, but we need to be thinking about dates for all our events. 
 
Speaking of Dates, I implore all ministry teams to begin work on re-establishing dates for your events and ac-
tivities to reconvene. Please shoot me an email at pastorbillbaker@aol.com or call the office with dates and 
descriptions. With that in mind, I have some dates to share with you now… 
 
Rally Day—September 13th in conjunction with our 93rd anniversary of proclaiming Christ in Shelton. One 
service with a Bruncheon afterwards. Rally Day is the traditional celebration oand gathering for Sunday 
School. We hope to return to our Sunday School for all ages at that time. 
 
Ladies Tea—We missed out on Mother’s Day so we are rescheduling for December 5th at 1:00 pm. 
 
Reformation Sunday—Brats served on the 25th of October in the fellowship hall following our SINGLE 
REFORMATION SERVICE at 10:00 am. 
 
Men’s Bible Study—I’m making an executive decision and saying we will resume Saturday September 12th 
with Breakfast. 
 
Stephen Ministry—Training will begin in the Fall. If you are formerly a Stephen Minister, or interested in be-
coming one, please let me know. 
 
Stewardship—I want to personally thank everyone for their continued financial support during this Pandemic. 
We have been able to continue our ministry in Shelton and our mission of Proclaiming Christ. The Elders will 
begin in January to take a look at the mid-year financials and making suggestions for adjustments and changes 
for the remainder of this year and for next year as well. 
 
Blessings and Peace, 

Pastor Bill 
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COVID NEWS FROM THE CDC 
 
What you need to know 
 

Anyone can have mild to severe symptoms. 
Older adults and people who have severe underlying medical conditions like heart or lung disease or dia-
betes seem to be at higher risk for developing more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. 
 
Watch for symptoms 
 

People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported – ranging from mild symptoms to 
severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. People with these symp-
toms may have COVID-19: 

• Fever or chills 
• Cough 
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
• Fatigue 
• Muscle or body aches 
• Headache 
• New loss of taste or smell 
• Sore throat 
• Congestion or runny nose 
• Nausea or vomiting 
• Diarrhea 
This list does not include all possible symptoms. CDC will continue to update this list as we learn more 
about COVID-19. 

Look for emergency warning signs* for COVID-19. If someone is showing any of these signs, seek 
emergency medical care immediately 

• Trouble breathing 
• Persistent pain or pressure in the chest 
• New confusion 
• Inability to wake or stay awake 
• Bluish lips or face 
 

*This list is not all possible symptoms. Please call your medical provider for any other symptoms that 
are severe or concerning to you. 

Call 911 or call ahead to your local emergency facility: Notify the operator that you are seeking care 

When to Seek Emergency Medical Attention 
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News from the Governance Board 
 

When the Governance Board met June 18th we found some Constitution and Policy Manual  directions that 
doesn’t line up with the way we have been doing things. We will be looking into this and have language 
change to submit to the Annual Congregation meeting in the fall. It was decided not to make a decision on 

going back to Community Lifeline until such time as when we reach Phase 4. The Board looked at one bid 
for carpet and will be getting another bid to see if it’s possible to lower the cost. We are getting a bid on re-
placing the sanctuary door, so things are moving forward to finishing our re-model. As we begin to get back 

to our new normal we are looking for people to help clean the first floor of the church.  The Board decided 
two months ago not to pay for janitorial services at this time. This include’s cleaning bathrooms, dusting and 
vacuuming. If you can help with this once in a while please contact Phyllis Canaday at 360-463-6285 or 

picanaday@hotmail.com. 

A Prayer for Peace—Rev. Matthew Harrison 

     O Lord Christ, Hope of the World, Savior of the Nations: 

In Your blessed incarnation, You took upon Yourself human flesh (John 1:14), flesh like that of every child 

born in the history of the world (Gal. 4:4–5), that You might bear the sins of all humanity on a cross (John 

1:29). 

    In Your earthly ministry, You served humankind without regard to race, even contrary to prevailing racial 

views of the day (Matt. 15:21–28; John 4); 

From the first days of Your Church, it pleased You to gather together people without regard to race or origin 

(Acts 2); 

    Through the centuries, Your Holy Word, the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, have borne and 

continue to bear witness to the truths of both reason and divine revelation—that all people are created by 

God, that all are equally accountable to God, and that all are equally beloved by God and redeemed by Christ 

(Romans 5). 

    You, O Lord, teach us to “love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31), and that my neighbor includes eve-

ryone I meet in my daily vocations, and specifically without regard to race (Luke 10:25–37); 

    Forgive me, O Lord, for my many sins of commission and omission where I have failed my neighbor in 

thought, word or deed, especially where I have begrudged another Your compassion and love based upon 

race or anything else (Romans 7:19f.); 

    Strengthen Your Church, O Lord, that she may be a beacon of joyous unity in the Gospel and a light of 

blessed forgiveness and grace, calling all to repentance and to trust in Jesus as the only Savior from sin (Acts 

2:38–41); 

    Let Your Gospel flow forth into every crooked, corrupt and hardened heart, to bring repentance, faith in 

Your Gospel and joy in the manifold uniqueness of Your created peoples—a very foretaste of heaven itself 

(Rev. 7:9); 

    O Lord, grant justice in Your left-hand kingdom, especially in the governments of this nation and of all the 

earth. Correct wrong. Punish and thwart evil, and especially racist evil. Grant peace that Your Gospel may 

flow all the more freely, especially to those most blinded by evil. Remind us, O Lord, of Your own prayer for 

those who crucified You, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:24). Let us not be 

overcome with anger, but overcome hatred with love. 

    Finally, O Lord, grant faith, peace and hope to the bereaved. 

    Lord, have mercy; 

    Christ, have mercy; 

    Lord, have mercy. Amen. 

 

Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison 

President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
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Mt. Olive Lutheran Church                                                                
206 East Wyandotte Avenue 
Shelton, WA   98584 

Pastor:                                               Rev. William Baker 

Deacon:                                           Bill Crowell 

Website:                             www.mtoliveshelton.org 

Office & Message Phone:                            360-426-6353 

Office email:                          molcshelton@comcast.net 

Daycare/Preschool:   Margarete Dohring  360-427-3165 

Daycare email:                      daycaremolc@comcast.net                                                               

Ministers:                     The People of Mt. Olive 

Save with your 
Smartphone to go 
directly to our 
Webpage. 

 

Sunday Service Schedule 
    

   Contemporary Service                   8:30 am 
   

   Christian Education                            10:00 am 
   

   Traditional Service                11:00 am 
    (This service livestreamed on facebook) 


