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By Stacey Egger 

As it has so many times before, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

(LCMS) is coming together in the aftermath of a devastating storm. When 
Hurricane Michael made landfall in Florida on Wednesday, Oct. 10, several 
LCMS churches in the Panama City area suffered serious damage, and a 
Mexico Beach church building was completely destroyed. Michael hit the 
coastline as the strongest storm the area has ever seen — a Category 4      
hurricane. At least one LCMS pastor in Panama City lost his home.                                                            
 Some evacuated ahead of the storm, but many did not.                          
 “I think the rapid intensification caught a lot of people off guard,” said 
the Rev. Michael Meyer, manager of LCMS Disaster Response.               
 The Rev. Paul McComack, pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in      
Panama City, Fla., estimated that nearly half of his congregation chose not 
to evacuate.                                                                                                          
 He has still not been able to contact many of those members, but before 
cell service went out completely, he talked to his congregational president, 
who described the area as “looking like the apocalypse — complete and 
total devastation.”                                                                                                 
 Trinity suffered significant damage during the storm’s initial impact. 
Tragically, one member of McComack’s congregation died from a heart 
attack during the hurricane. Impassable streets kept emergency vehicles 
from his home. 

 

  Hurricane Michael strikes  

     coastal LCMS congregations 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

REMINDER 
 

Veteran’s Day 
 
 
 
 
 

November 11 
(Observed Nov. 12) 
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Strong history of responding 

 Congregations in and around 
the affected areas have already   
begun work on relief efforts.            
 On Thursday morning, the 
Rev. Jay Winters, pastor of Univer-
sity Lutheran Church in Tallahas-
see, Fla., headed out with several 
members of his congregation to 
begin the cleanup.                       
 “I’m going to start with my 
neighbor here, who has a big pine 
tree that just missed his house by 
inches,” said Winters. “We’ll get 
that off of his property and out to 
the road.”                                      
 Winters told his congregation 
that “it’s about their safety first, but 
then after that, we … want to serve 
our neighbors, and … help them 
restore their homes and…property.”                                                        
 Synod and district leaders have 
begun preparations for hurricane 
relief. LCMS World Relief and  
Human Care (WRHC) Disaster  
Response has sent spiritual care 
resources and been in contact 
with the LCMS Southern and 
Florida–Georgia districts regard-
ing the relief effort.                                              
 Meyer said Camp Restore in 
New Orleans will be transferring 
tools and equipment sent to Baton 
Rouge for flood relief in 2016 to 
Panama City.                                                 
 While these tools will be a 
great resource, WRHC Disaster  
Response is assessing what         
additional equipment and tools 
might be needed.                                                   
 Assessment has been difficult 
so far due to power outages and  
fallen power lines.                            
 “We haven’t had a chance to  
talk with all of the pastors,” Meyer 
said. “There’s difficulty with phone 
lines being down [and with] non-
functioning cell phones. Most of 
these people ended up evacuating, 

 and they’re not home yet to see 
what happened.” Meyer will travel 
to Florida to meet with Southern 
District Disaster Response Coordi-
nator Rev. Ed Brashier, the leaders 
of local congregations and LCMS 
Southern District President Rev. 
Eric C. Johnson on Monday morn-
ing. “We’re going to see each of 
these congregations … to assess 
and see with our own eyes what’s 
going on. And once we do that … 
we’ll be able to start putting     
together an action plan for         
response,” Meyer said. 
 Brashier said that if the dam-
age to Trinity, Panama City, is not 
too severe, the church will serve as 
a home base for the relief effort, 
with the Southern District working 
on ways to feed, house and pro-
vide for volunteers.   
 He encourages people to 
check their schedules and consider 
blocking out time to help with the 
recovery.     

 Volunteer efforts will be co-
ordinated in the weeks to come. 
During an interview on Worldwide 
KFUO, President Johnson said that 
what is needed right now is prayer.
 “We pray to the God of all 
provision, that He will provide the 
necessary things for us to be able 
to move forward,” Johnson said. 
“And then we can give with gener-
ous and sacrificial giving to help 
those who have been devastated.”
 McComack agrees. “Pray for 
us. I know that our church body 
has a strong history of responding 
in situations like this. … I look 

Hurricane 
continued from page 1 

forward to meeting a lot of       
Lutherans from all over the     
country in the weeks ahead.”  
 Thrivent Financial has      
offered to match up to $1 million 
in donations made to hurricane 
relief at thrivent.com through 
year’s end.     
  Donations qualifying for 
matching funds can be directed to 
LCMS Disaster Response by   
selecting “LCMS Disaster        
Response” on the “Hurricanes 
Florence and Michael” page. 
Learn more by visiting 
thrivent.com/disasterresponse.
 Contributions for LCMS 
World Relief and Human Care 
disaster response efforts can be 
made online at lcms.org/givenow/
disaster, or by sending the text 
message LCMSHURRICANES 
to the number 41444. Donate over 
the telephone by calling 888-930-
4438. 

  

  

 

 “We pray to the God of all      
provision, that He will provide the 
necessary things for us to be able to 
move forward.” 

https://camprestore.org/
http://thrivent.com/
http://thrivent.com/disasterresponse
http://lcms.org/givenow/disaster
http://lcms.org/givenow/disaster
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An Invisible Gift From Mr. Rogers        
by Steve Gilbert  

 
      “I’d like to give you all an invisible gift. A gift of a silent minute to think about 
those who have helped you become who you are today. Some of them may be here 
right now. Some may be far away. Some, like my astronomy professor, may even be 
in Heaven. But wherever they are, if they’ve loved you, and encouraged you, and 
wanted what was best in life for you, they’re right inside yourself. And I feel that 
you deserve quiet time, on this special occasion, to devote some thought to them. So, 
let’s just take a minute, in honor of those that have cared about us all along the way. 
One silent minute.” 
       

      -- Fred Rogers during a 2002 commencement address at Dartmouth 
 
       Appreciating others was a big part of the philosophy that Fred Rogers expressed 
on “Mr. Rogers Neighborhood” a television show that I (and I’m sure many of you) 
grew up watching. 
 
      Towards the end of his commencement address at Dartmouth, Fred encouraged 
everyone to take a minute and think about the people that helped them along the 
way. 
 
      He followed it with this: “Whomever you’ve been thinking about, imagine how 
grateful they must be, that during your silent times, you remember how important 
they are to you. It’s not the honors and the prizes, and the fancy outsides of life 
which ultimately nourish our souls. It’s the knowing that we can be trusted. That we 
never have to fear the truth. That the bedrock of our lives, from which we make our 
choices, is very good stuff.” 
 
     Today, give yourself the gift of one minute during which you think about a     
person or the people who helped you get where you are today. Extra credit if you 
actually reach out to that person to thank them. 
 
    Win Your Day! 
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Daycare/Preschool & Tutoring -  Outreach Ministries 
  Director — Margarete Dohring   
 Teachers — Tanya Lewis, Ashley Pettis, Tammy Rex and Lillian Rusher 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  
  
Thanksgiving Feast—Friday,   
November 16 at 11:30 am.  This 
will be our 23rd Annual Thanks-
giving Feast!  Cost is $8.00 for 
adults and $5.00 for children.  
Please sign up using the sheet by 
the church office window and    
return your form and payment to 
Margarete as soon as possible.  
What a great opportunity to       
connect with the families of the 
children in our preschool!  
  
Christmas Program—Friday,  
December 7 at 7:00 pm.  This will 
be our 23rd Daycare/Preschool 
Christmas Program at Mt. Olive.  
What a joy it is to share the real 
meaning of Christmas with the 
families of our children enrolled in 
our daycare and preschool.  Mark 
your calendars and come ready to 
visit with many new faces!  There 
will be a cookie and juice reception 
following the program.  

  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TUTORING:  Our fourth year of 
tutoring has started!  Teachers at 
both schools were eager for us to 
begin.  We have had an orientation 
at Mt. Olive as well as orientations 

EARLY ACHIEVERS:  We con-
tinue to meet monthly with our Early 
Achievers coach.  Our next review 
will be three years from our initial     
rating (January 2017).    
  
 
 
 
 
 
FACEBOOK:  We have a Face-
book page!  You'll find us at " 
Mount Olive Lutheran Daycare and 
Preschool."  Please "Like" us!  I’ve 
posted several pictures and videos of 
our many activities.  
  
 
PRAYERS NEEDED:  Please con-
tinue to pray for the children, and 
families of children, enrolled in our 
daycare and preschool program.  
Pray also for the children, families, 
and teachers we will touch through 
our tutoring at Bordeaux Elementary 
and Mt. View Elementary.   
 
Joyfully serving,    

Margarete                                                                                                                     

at both schools (Bordeaux & Mt. 
View).  This year, we have twelve 
tutors ready to help children learn!  
We aren’t sure, yet, if we will hire 
any teen tutors as we had no return-
ing teens available this year.  (Three 
went off to college and two are     
seniors this year and are not available 
to tutor).  If so, we may hire mid-
year, if the schools need afterschool 
tutors.  
 
ENROLLMENT:  Our School-Age 
classroom is full.  We have some part
-time openings in our Preschool/Pre-
K classroom.  Children must be at 
least 30 months old and toilet trained.  
Please let your friends and neighbors 
know!    
   
STAFFING NEEDS:  We are seek-
ing another part-time substitute lead 
teacher to begin working in Decem-
ber.  Hours would vary depending on 
enrollment and need, but would 
mostly fall in the morning.  All state 
requirements for lead teachers must 
be met.  If you know of anyone inter-
ested, please send them to see me.  
(Margarete)  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Our mission is to promote excellence in education and to nurture children  
to use their God-given gifts and live a full Christian life.   
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 A father wanted to read a magazine but was being bothered by his little girl. She 
wanted to know what the United States looked like.  
 
 Finally, he tore a sheet out of his magazine on which was printed the map of the 
country. Tearing it into small pieces, he gave it to her and said “Go into the other 
room and see if you can put this together. 
  
 After a few minutes, she returned and handed him the map, correctly fitted and 
taped together.  
 
 The father was surprised and asked how she had finished so quickly. 
  
 ‘Oh,’ she said, ‘on the other side of the paper is a picture of Jesus. When I got 
all of Jesus back where he belonged, then our country just came together.’ 
 
 This one is worth sending on to others OVER AND OVER AND OVER 
AGAIN. AMEN, AMEN, AMEN!!! 
 
 Sooo….When we get Jesus back where He belongs — Our country will come 
together!!!!!! 

Jesus in the right place at the right time 
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Service Roster......... Each one should use whatever gift he/she has received 

to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.   1 Peter 4:10                                                                   

 

 

Broadcast         Station     City         State     Freq Band         Day       Time       
Guide  KLAY         Tacoma   WA     1180 AM      Sun.      9:30 AM  
   KIXI            Bellevue  WA            880  AM            Sun.      6:30 AM 

 Date-Time    *   Elders      *  Lectors              *   Greeters       *  Acolytes              

MUSICIANS -  Ascension Director: Kira Theine; Keyboardists: Kira Theine & Sarah Parker 

ALTAR       -   Altar Guild: Janice McMann & Isabelle Archer 

FLOWERS   - 04: Bob & Kathy Smith; 11: OPEN; 18: OPEN; 25: OPEN 

USHERS       - Team 3: Paul Johansson, Captain    

04                   8:30 
C 
 
                     11:00 

Hank Sexton 
David Hamilton 

David Hamilton 
 
 
Dave Rolfs 

Lois Hunter 
Mary Rogers 
 
Frank Gonzales 
Gwen Gonzales 

Ushers 
 
 
Ushers 

 

11                   8:30 
T 
                     11:00 

 
 
Nate Schulz 
Mike Fredson 

Cheryl Janssen 
 
Gwen Gonzales 

Phyllis Canaday 
 
Mike Fredson 
Susie Paulson 

Ushers 
 
Ushers 

 

18                   8:30 
C 
                      
                    11:00 

Darren Trusty 
Dan Johnson 

Cheryl Sexton 
 
 
Carla Tranum 

Keith Fuller 
Kathy Fuller 
 
Max Archer 
Isabelle Archer 

Ushers 
 
 
Ushers 

 

25                   8:30 
T 
                     11:00 

 
 
Nate Schulz 
Mike Fredson 

Kim Shonkwiler 
 
Dave Rolfs 

Phyllis Canaday 
 
Ushers 

Ushers 
 
Ushers 

 

  
 
 

    

      

      

  

11/04 Sunday    Pastor Andy Northrop 
11/11 Sunday    Pastor Ted Kriefall 
11/18 Sunday    Hank Sexton, Elder 
11/21  Thanksgiving Eve  Hank Sexton, Elder & Cheryl Sexton, Lector 
11/25 Sunday    Deacon Bill Crowell 

Conducting Services 
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        03  -   Men’s Breakfast at 8:00 am  
  
 03  -   Community Dinner at Lifeline Hall at 5:30 pm  (Finance) 
 
 04  -   Food Bank Collection - Thanksgiving Dinner Food Items  
 
        04  -   DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS   
  
 06  -   Elders Meeting 6:00 pm                 
  
 10  -   Governance Board/ Ministry Teams/ Boards/ Lydia Ruth  

     Planning Workshop for 2019 from 9:00-11:00 am   

 
 14  -   School Board Meeting at 6:15 pm 
  
 15  -   Governance Board Meeting at 5:30 pm  
  
 16  -   DC/PS Annual Thanksgiving Feast at 11:30 am 
 
 17 -    Deep cleaning work day at church from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm (with lunch) 
 
        21 -    THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE at 7:00 pm 
 
 25  -   Church Christmas Decorating Party 9:45 am 

 (No midweek Advent services or dinners this year.) 

 

November Events and Meetings 

A planned DEEP CLEANING of the church has been scheduled for  
Saturday November 17th from  9 am – 4 pm.  This is a project that will require many 
hands, please provide yours to the effort.  As with all tasks of this nature at Mt. Olive,  
you will be surrounded by an atmosphere of  fellowship, plus the outstanding pleasure      

of a provided lunch.  
 

Mark your calendars. No excuses!  
 

Remember Daylight Saving Time ends on November 4th.  

Volunteers Sought 
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Christian Education 

SUNDAY MORNING from 10:00-10:45 am in the Martin Luther Room:   

November 4: Pastor Northrop will be teaching on “The Reformation: What It Means Today”.   

The rest of November:  The conclusion of “The Intersection of Church and State”, and then, Phyllis Canaday will  

offer stand-alone, weekly Bible studies. We’ll see you in the Martin Luther Room at 10:00 am on Sunday mornings  

for Bible Class. 

 

 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY meets Wednesdays in the Martin Luther room at 10:00-11:30 am. Our new study 

is the book of Galatians. Paul’s letter to the churches of Galatia which confronts the problem of false teaches, reminding 

them of grace and that the only means to be justified is by faith in Jesus not by the law, emphasizing freedom in Christ,      

encouraging them to live by the Spirit of God. 

 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY meets on the 1st Saturday of the month (November 3) from 8:00-9:00 am.   

All men are invited to join us for a delicious breakfast in the Fellowship Hall and Bible study.  It’s a great opportunity to 

grow in our faith together as we share food, fellowship, and the action of God in our lives together.  

 Prayer Families  

11/4/2018 Rod & Char Mann; Brad & Heidi McCutcheon, Bill McFadzen; Janice McMann 

11/11/2018 Tom & Peggy Moore; Charles & Lori Netzel; Tim & Paula Norman; Lola Norton 

11/18/2018 Gene & Linda Pardee; Kathleen Parks; Danny, Lindsy, Raegan & Ryleigh Phipps 

11/25/2018 Brian & Chris Roberts; Jeff, Julie, Ethan & Noah Roberts 
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     Collection for our Food Bank Mission this month is scheduled for   
 Sunday, November 4th.  The theme is Thanksgiving Dinner food items. 
 This is an annual effort to share a Thanksgiving Table with those recipients 
served by the Saints’ Pantry by providing non-perishable food items for a         
traditional Thanksgiving dinner. Items such as canned meats, vegetables, potatoes, 
dressing, fruits, puddings, drinks and boxes of crackers, cookies, nuts and candy 
meet the goal. Keep in mind Thanksgiving dinner represents a special occasion for 
you and I, but just another meal in search for nutrition and survival that occurs 

daily on the streets of our community, for those we are assisting.  Nonetheless, you can be totally assured our     
combined efforts are extremely appreciated by all those who are being served. 

 

 

Governance Board Update ………... 

 As I write this, we are awaiting a response to a call that was placed to Reverend Bill Baker to 
serve as our pastor at Mount Olive. Pastor Baker and his wife, Vivien came up from Southern Cali-
fornia and paid us a visit September 11th through the 13th. 
 Their visit included a dinner with the Elders and Governance Board members, followed by a 
“meet and greet” opportunity the following evening with the congregation. Both events went quite 
well. They also spent a bit of time looking at homes for sale to get a sense of what is available in the 
area. 
 We are praying that the Lord will guide them in their decision. Which, by the time you read 
this, you should already know what they decided. 
 It has been a long two years without a permanent pastor in place. We are grateful to Reverend 
David Keil for serving as our Intentional Interim Pastor for over a year. We are also grateful to 
Hank Sexton for guiding us as our Call Committee Chairman. 
 Our Elders, especially Paul Janssen, are to be commended for making arrangements to have 
several pastors serve on Sunday mornings. Those pastors have also led Bible studies and called on 
our shut-ins. 
 While I am expressing gratitude, I am thankful for the many prayers and expressions of concern 
for me during my recent hospitalization. My fellow Governance Board members and others stepped 
up and covered for me as well, and I am grateful to them. 

 

 Gene Pardee, President 
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People We Remember in Prayer 

Mt. Olive Family with long-term 
illnesses:   
• Gunar Tranum 
• Carter Ellis 
 

Friend with cancer:    

• Tim Norman 
 

Mt. Olive Family with other 
health issues:  

• Lola Norton 
• Bess Ballard 
• Myrt Hawthorne 
• Fern Gay 
• Bernice Bostic 
• Gene Pardee  
• Wanda Settle-Norby 
 
Friends with other health issues:  

• JoJo (Heidi Saupe’s great nephew) 
 
 

Mt. Olive Congregation: 

• Guidance for leadership  
• Pastoral call 
 
Mt. Olive Community: 

• Campus Life Ministry in  
       Mason County Schools 
• Mt. Olive Tutoring Program at 
       Bordeaux & Mountain View 
       Elementary Schools 
 
Protection for our Law Enforcement, 
Firefighters, & Military: 

• ALL the men and women  
       serving around the world 
 
Mt. Olive DC/PS Mission: 

• Administrators, teachers, children & 
their families 

 

Saturday, November 3rd  
at 8:00-9:00 am 

in Fellowship Hall 

  It’s designed for teenage boys   
through retired men. Come hungry for a 
great breakfast and for God’s Word.     Enjoy a hot, delicious 

breakfast (prepared by one 
or several of the men), a time 
of fellowship, and a time of 
being fed by God’s Word. 



  11 

 

Sometimes people don’t like it when pastors talk 

about stewardship. For some, it hits too close to 
home. It is easier to talk about bad people in Wash-
ington, in history, or overseas than it is to think about 
what our daily life in Christ is supposed to look like – 
how we are supposed to love our neighbor. 
 The fact that we don’t like hearing about stew-
ardship certainly means we ought to face it. Here are 
a few simple and practical realities. 
 God calls us to first-fruits, sacrificial giving. 
This means we should give off the top. We should set 
a percentage of our income as a deliberate gift for the 
work of the Church and give that first. We 
write the check to the Lord’s work 
in the Church before we pay the 
mortgage or pay for our medicine or 
pay for anything else. 
 We don’t pay for all the stuff we need, and think 
we need, and then give from what is left over. That is 
the first-fruits idea. It is hard because we think we 
need all sorts of other things first. But that is the point 
of “sacrificial.” 
 Next, how could the starting point for Christian 
generosity and sacrifice really be anything less than a 
tithe – 10 percent? The ceremonial law of the Old 
Testament was never arbitrary. In the Old Testament, 
the Levites received this tithe so they could be full-
time ministers. 
 Does the New Testament have a ministry that is 
larger or smaller? It is far larger: “Make disciples of 
all nations” (Matt. 28:19). 
 And we are still to have a full-time ministry: 
“The Lord has commanded that those who preach the 
Gospel should make their living from the Gospel” (1 
Cor. 9:14). 
 So, if 10 percent was needed in the Old Testa-
ment, and we have a bigger mission need in the New 
Testament, how can we expect the Lord’s work to be 
done on less than a tithe? 
 First-fruits, sacrificial, generous giving – that’s 
the way.  We shouldn’t fool ourselves into thinking 
that we’ve out-given God’s goodness or that we’ve 
given plenty. 
 We might be tempted to think so but consider – 
no one in the Church has given plenty because no one 
has given all. No one has died for his sins. Only the 
sinless Son of God did that. 

Stewardship 
 

 Or, as St. Paul said, bringing the Good News of 
Jesus into the discussion of our giving to support the 
Lord’s work in the Church: 
 “I say this not as a command, but to prove by the 
earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, 
so that you by his poverty might become rich” (2 Cor. 
8:8-9). 
 As you can see, what the Bible commands about 
our stewardship can sting. It’s law, and the law shows 
our sins. It calls us to repentance. 

 The law is meant to expose and accuse for 
the sake of showing us Christ and 

His fulfillment of the law. If first-
fruits, sacrificial giving has you 

squirming, that’s the point. 
  In Mark’s account of the feeding of the 
5,000, Jesus took the disciples’ five loaves and two 
fish and blessed them. It was nothing among so many, 
but, of course, it was plenty. Jesus makes something 
from nothing. 
 Mark doesn’t say that all the disciples gave Jesus 
all the bread they had. It is quite possible some of 
them held something back. But even if they did, that 
didn’t stop Jesus from blessing them. Jesus makes 
something out of nothing. 
 He, who fed His people in the desert with Manna 
every morning, doesn’t need their bread. But they 
need to give it. And what they give, however little it 
might be, however grudgingly they do so, He blesses 
it. 
 He not only blesses those whom He feeds with it, 
but He blesses them, the givers – not just in that they 
wind up with (a basket full for each loaf) but that they 
learned to trust and rejoice in Him. 
  

The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away. The Lord 

gives abundantly or asks us to fast. We do not know 
what will happen. Blessed be the Name of the Lord. 
 He does all things well and works all things    
together for good. The disciples don’t give their bread 
to Jesus because it is a good investment. They give it 
because He is good, they love Him, and they trust 
Him. Let us go and do likewise. 

Jesus makes something from nothing. 
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Mt. Olive Lutheran Church                                                                
206 East Wyandotte Avenue 
Shelton, WA   98584 

Website:                             www.mtoliveshelton.org 

Office & Message Phone:                            360-426-6353 

Office email:                            molcshelton@comcast.net 

Daycare/Preschool:   Margarete Dohring  360-427-3165 

Daycare email:                      daycaremolc@comcast.net                                                               

 

Sunday Service Schedule 
    

   Contemporary Service             8:30 am 
   

   Christian Education                     10:00 am 
   

   Traditional Service         11:00 am 
 

 Nov. 21: Thanksgiving Eve Service  7:00 pm 

Save with your 
Smartphone to go 
directly to our 
Webpage. 

 

MOUNT OLIVE LUTHERAN  


